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been your agents for one solitary moment. 

js a peeuliar propriety, from the fact that 
are already our agents in other large transac- 
tions, that you should retain them in this. But 
if we are to discontinue our connection with them, 
Jhope we will be careful in selecting the substi- 


a we are not without experience in these mat- 
vrs. My friend from Tennessee will recollect that 
in the treaty we had with Mexico for the payment 
pour citizens of a sum of money for spoliations, we 
yndertook to negotiate the payment through our 
minister, Mr. Shannon, who was then the United 
Siates minister in Mexico, and there wasa payment 
made of nearly half a million of dollars, and to 
this hour there is not a man in this House who can 
tell where that money is. The money was paid 
and the Mexican Government was released, but 
the money never came into the possession of this 
Government. The result was, that to preserve 
the faith of the Government, we had to appropri- 
ate from the public Treasury a like sum for the 
payment of those claims. rectly dollar of this 
money had been paid by Mexico, as she alleged, 
bat not a dollar of it ever reached the public Treas- 
ury here, nor does anybody know where it is. 
| desire particularly that the gentleman from Ohio 
should explain where that money is. Until | find 
out where it is, | shall act the part of the burnt 
child, and beware how I countenance a simi- 
lar course of proceeding—lI shall not place my hand 
in the furnace in which I have already had it once 
burnt. No, sir, let the affair be conducted through 
the hands of responsible houses, and the faith of 
this Government will be redeemed. 

But the gentleman from Ohio also said, why not 
make this advance to Mexico? and that she would 
willingly give seven per cent. for it. 

Now, | undertake to say, that we cannot do that 
without a new treaty is negotiated with Mexico, 
and ratified by the treaty-making power of both 
nations, Our present treaty requires that this in- 
stalment of three millions of dollars with interest 
shall be paid to the Government of Mexico on the 
first day of June, 1851. That is our obligation. 
By what right can we change the stipulations of 
that treaty so as to make an earlier payment and 
of a less sum ? 

Mr. CARTTER desired permission to inquire 
of the gentleman from Virginia whether the same 
power by which the contract was made could not 
change the contract ? 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. But what was that 

wer? Was it the power of the President of the 

nited States and of Mexico alone? Notat all; it 
was the treaty-making power of the two Govern- 
ments. Now can Mr. Webster, Mr. Corwin, or 
anybod else, undertake to amend this treaty in so 
material a point as the time of the payment of the 
money, and the amount of it? 

Mr. CARTTER . (the floor being yielded) said, 
Do | understand the gentleman as asserting that if 
the money were once paid to the Government of 
Mexico, that Government, or any party holding 
under it, would not be foreclosed from demanding 
payment again ? 

r. BAYLY. My opinion is, in the contin- 
gency contemplated, it would not. 

hart CARTTER. They have no sovereignty, 

en ; 

Mr. BAYLY. Yes, they have; but that sov- 
ereignty must be exercised according to the forms 
of their constitution. Now, this treaty prescribes 
the time and manner of payment, and this was 
regarded as an essential feature, for the Senate of 
the United States struck out one mode of payment 
and adopted another. Has the Administration, 
without consulting the Senate—has the Adminis- 
tration of Mexico, without conforming to the pro- 
visions of their constitution, the right’ to make a 
modification of the treaty in so essential a provis- 
ston as the time and mode of the payment of the 
money, and alsoof the amount? But suppose they 
pee, ar: know what sexe or” he. Mexi- 

we w what sort of faith they keep. 
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by a eer a President is removed. | 
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By a pronunciamiento a President is made, and 


© not pretend to go through the forms of an | 
tion. Now, suppose we were to pay the money | 
to the present President of Mexico, at a discount 
of seven per cent., and by the Ist of June, 1851, 
he should be deposed es followed by another, 
would there be no danger that we would be called 
upon to pay the money a second time? Sir, our | 
pledges require that we should make payment on 
the day on which it is stipulated that the money | 
shall be paid, and precisely on that day I hope the 
money will be paid, and not a day sooner or later. | 
Then we shall have no difficulty. 
Now, sir, [ have but one other remark to make, | 
and I shall then close this debate. This bill is a | 
recise transcript of the bill which passed at the 
ast Congress, under Mr. Polk’s administration, as 
the gentleman from Ohio has already stated. In 
preparing it, I directed the clerk to get that act and | 
copy it; and I would not repeat the fact, except | 
that I speak louder than he does, and perhaps what 
he said was not heard. When that bill was passed 
I was a member of Congress, and heard then all 
this story over and over which we have been fa- 
vored with on this occasion. There was a dispo- 
sition then manifested to assail Mr, Walker about 
this matter. 1 inquired into it; indeed I conversed | 
with him on the subject, with a view to the defent- | 
ing of the bill, if necessary, but | am glad to say | 
he was not assailed. The gentleman from Ohio at 
that time examined the matter, and he saw noth- | 
ing that Mr. Walkemhad done that was deserving 
of reproach, and none was made. In this instance, | 
I have looked into the matter, and have stated the 
result of my examination to the House. ! 
Now, if Mr. Webster and this Whig admin- | 
istration are undertaking, as the two gentlemen 
from Ohio seem to think, to bolster up Santa Anna 
at the expense of Arista, all I have to say is, let 
us do our duty, and then, when you get evidence | 
of anything of the sort, why then—I must apolo- 
gize for using in this House a vulgar phrase, but 
ag it is a very expressive one, and one which my | 
friend from Ohio will probably understand—then | 
give ’em jesse! That is the best plan; and if he 
can make anything out of it, I shall not be* the | 
man to complain, God knows. 
{ have one other remark to make. I want this | 
House to see what will be the condition of this 
thing if this bill passes, and what will be the con- | 
dition if it be rejected. If this biil be rejected at | 





this time, and, the appropriation goes over till the || 


next session of Congress, and the appropriation 
should not be made until the 4th of March, when | 
the payment will have to be made on the 30th of 
May, the result will be that the Government will | 
either have to send the specie to Mexico, which | 
will cost, in round numbers, about $100,000, or 
you will have to negotiate with these men; and | 
with no longer time to operate in than between the 
time of the passage of the bill.and the payment of 









|| clear of this thing is to take it all back. 
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Yet some of my friends aye almost disposed to 


accuse the Committee of Ways and Means of a 
disposition to plunder the Treasury, when we are 


trying to save the Government about $300,000. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, interposing, and 
the floor being yielded to him, said: Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to say that he has made a remark 
which | am sure he will qualify when his attention 
is called to it. In the heat of argument the gentle- 
man has Aippres a gestion in regard to the 
Mexican rnment which I am sure must have 
been elicited by what has been said by gentlemen 
on the other side, and not duly weighed by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. Whatever may have been 
our former relations with Mexico, I have no doubt 
my friend from Virginia would regard it as being 


|| in bad taste, to say the least, to affirm that the 
| Mexiean Government would not be above con- 


niving at the robbery of the specie in process of 
transportation to their capital for the payment of 
an instalment of the money due by this Govern- 
ment. It ought to be recollected, that the Mexi- 
can Government has a diplomatic agent here. 
What would we think if Lord Palmerston, in the 
House of Lords in England, should say of the 
American Government that in the case of trans- 
portation of specie through the Republic, the Gov- 
ernment would connive a robbery 

Mr. BAYLY. Suppose he should say so. 

Mr. BROWN. Why, this Government would, 
of course, resent it. 








Mr. BAYLY. . Sir, if I have sei4 anything 
wrong about these Mexicans 
Mr. BROWN. I merely wis!; to suggest,to the 


gentleman whether he does not \hink it proper to 
qualify his remarks. 

Mr. BAYLY. Well, wir, f will qualify the re- 
mark to pleage the gentlemat:; but I do not think 
any the better of the Mexicans since the peace 
than I did before and during the war. I believe 
they are the same in all respects—— 

Mr. BROWN. There is a difference between a 
state of war and a state of peace. 

Mr. BAYLY. Very well, then—— 

[Cries of ** Take it back; take it back, Bay- 

ye 

Mr. BAYLY. Why the shortest way to get 
I suppose 
every one understood my remark to be jocwlar. — 

Mr. ASHMUN (the floor being yielded) said 
he would suggest to the gentleman from Illinois, 
the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
that he ought to retract what he had said in ref- 
erence to the British Government stealing this 
mone 
P Mr. BAYLY. 

x. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said he had sim- 
ply called the attention of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to this matter, because on account of his po- 
sition here, which is well understood in Mexico, 
any expression used by him is calculated to have 


Now I have got into a pretty 


the money—about two months—they will give || weight and importance attached to it. 


us no such favorable terms as we have now offered 





to us. The cost of sending the specie will be 


about $100,000. | 


| 
Mr. BAYLY. About one per cent. in freight 
yuz 

you will have to employ wagons and teamsters, and i 


Mr. DISNEY. How do you make that out? 

Mr. BAYLY. I will show you. You will 
have to pay the freight, insurance, &c., upon the 
specie to Vera Cruz. 

Mr. DISNEY. How much is that? 
and insurance. And when you get to Vera C 
a small army to protect you from robbers by the | 
way; and then you have to run the risk, after all, | 
of being robbed of the whole of it; for f should | 
not be surprised if the Mexican Government should 
not exert themselves very vigilantly to prevent it. | 

I have but little doabt the cost, taking into con- 
sideration the risk, would be double the sum I 
have named. Is my friend from Ohio satisfied? 
Then, sir, you would lose the premiam of $117,600. 
But that is not all. Wevhave a large surplus in 
the Treasury, which is drawing no interest. [f 
any advances are we will save the interest 
upon them. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts has stated that 1 imputed to the 
British Government a purpose to steal this money. 
I said no such thing, and I do not believe the gen- 
tleman understood me to say so. It was certainly 
very far from my purpose to say so. I stated that 
the Mexican Government was indebted to the 
British Government; that here was @ proposition 
to pay over this money to the Barings, and that 
it was not impossible that the British Government 
might lay its hands on the money, and apply it to 
the liquidation of a portion of the debt. If did not 
impute dishonesty to the British Government. If 
it be true that the Mexican Government owes the 
British Government, would not the latter have a 
right to detain the money of the former in the 
hands of a subject of Great Britain? — 

Mr. BAYLY (resuming) said: Sir, as the gen- 
tleman seems to think that from my official position 
the remark I made will be excessively offensive to 
the Mexican Government, I beg that the mt 
will not take the slightest nutice of it. But the 

tleman need have no fear; if this cour and 
Mexico should get into difficulty about it, I toast 
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I shall be surrendered up as the offender, and | 
dealt with according to law. Bat the gentleman | 
from Mississippi asks, what would we think if| 
Lord Palmerston should get up before the House | 
of Commons in England, and make such an in- | 
sinuation in regard to thisGovernment? I would 
ask the gentleman what he thinks this Govern- | 
ment ought to doin euch a case? It has so oc- | 
curred that this very Lord Palmerston did, in the | 
British House of Commons on one occasion, when | 
speaking of some of the States of this Union— | 
and the gentleman from Mississippi, | believe, re- 
gords that dignity as much higher than that of the |, 
General Government—I certainly do, and think | 
- friend from Mississippi does also—had the | 
effrontry to talk about bad faith, of swindling onthe | 
partof one of the States of this ae State too, | 
with which believe the gentleman Fm Missis- | 
Bippi has some tittle acquaintance. And yet the | 
American minister did not demand his passports 
and come away. And neither the gentleman nor | 
anybody moved a deciaration of war in this House. | 

ir, Lam sorry that | have been obliged to de- | 
tain the committee so long. 

Mr. B. having concluded, the committee pro- 
ceeded to vote, 

The first question was on the following amend- | 
ment of Mr. Jones to the amendment of Mr. Dis- | 
wer: Strike out the words ‘Secretary of the 
Treasury” and insert * President of the United | 
States. © 

The question was taken, and the affirmative vote | 
was declared to be 77. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Wit.iams | 
and Bareas were appointed. 

And the question being again taken, the vote | 
stood—ayes 96, noes 26. | 

So the amendment to 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. | 
Diswey as thus amended. ‘ 


The amendment of Mr. D. was as follows: 


“To be paid by and under the direction of the President i 
of the United Statea.” 


} 

The question was taken, and the Chair an- | 
nounced that the amendment as amended was | 
rejected. 

W hilst making the announcement, 

Mr. McCLERNAND called for tellers. 

Mr. BAYLY moved thatthe committee rise and || 
report the bill to the House. 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired of the Chair- || 
man, whether he had announced the result of the |! 
vote? { 

The CHAIRMAN answered in the affirmative. |! 

Mr. McCLERNAND said that he had called || 
for tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN said, the call had not been 
heard by the Chair. 

Some conversation followed, after which— 

The CHAIRMAN suggested, that by weneral 
consent, the question on ordering tellers should be 

ut. 
. Objection was made. 

Mr. BAYLY then renewed his motion that the 
eommitiee rise and report the bill to the House. | 
The motion having been agre: 2 to, the commit- | 





| 

|| 
the amendment was || 

| 


tee rose and reported the bill to the House without 
amendment, 

Aud the question being on ordering the bill to a 
third reading— 

Me. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 

There was a second. e main question was 
orerca; aed maving been taken, the bill was read || 


a third time by the title, 

‘The question being on its passage— 

Mr. CARTTER moved that the bill be laid 
upon the table. 

And tne question was taken, and decided in the 
nemative. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the passage there- 


of— 
Mr. ORR called for the yeas and nays. 
Twenty-four members seconded the call. 
Tellers on the yeas nays were ordered, and 
Mevsrs. Huspaap and Ocie were appointed. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
And the question, “Shall this bill pass?” was |, 


i 
: 
' 
: 
; 
j 
| 
| 
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| 


taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 128, 
nays 36; as foliow: | 


Andre : 
TTT Aled en lobes Bn ear | 


THE CONGRESSIO 
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_ of the Senate be referred tc the Committee on 


rows, Burt, Chester Batler, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, 
Joseph: P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, 
WTR. W. Cobb, Caleock, Cole, Corwin, Daniel, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duer, Dunean, Efiot, Alexander Evans, “Nathan 
Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, 
Goifld, Grinnell, Haiioway, Hamilton, Hampton, Haralson, 
Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, 
Holmes, Howard, Howe, Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, Wil- 
liam T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Mat- 
teson, McDowell, McGaughey, McKissock, Robert M. 
MeL ine, Finis E. McLean, McWillie, Meacham, Millsou, 
Moore, Morehead, Morse, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Outlaw, 
Parker, Peasley, Pheips, Phoenix, Piunan, Potter, Powell 
Reed, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Ross, Rumsey, 
Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft 
Silvester, Spaulding, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Riehard 
H. Stanton, Taylor, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, 
Underhill, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, White, 
Whittlesey, Wildrick, and Williams—128. 

NAYS—Mesers. Bingham, Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert 
G. Brown, Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, 
Crowell, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Deaham, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Har- 
ris, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, La Sére, Job Mann 
Marshall, McLanahan, McMullen, McQueen, Mitler, Mor- 
ris, Orr, Richardson, Savage, Jacob Thompson, Wallace, 
Wood, and Young—36. 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 


| vote, and that that m.ation be laid upon the table. 


Ordered accordingly. 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

A motion was made that the Heuse adjourn, 
but was waived, to enable 

Mr. McCLERNAND to move a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which a certain bill (the title 
of which he did not state) had yesterday been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was entered on the Journal. 

And the House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. DOTY gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill granting to the State of 
Wisconsin a certain quantity of public lands to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Chicago 
to Lake Superior. 

Mr. ASHMUN, under the rule, gave notice 
that he would to-morrow, or some subsequent day, 
ask leave to introduce the following bill: 

A Bill to establish the rates of duties upon foreign im- 


ports. 

Be it enacted, &c., That from and after thirty days from 
the passage of this act, the duties required by law to be paid 
on goods, warcs, and merchandise imported into the United 
States, shall be assessed upon the value thereof at the prin- 
cipaf porta of the United States at the time of importation: 
Provided, That in no case shal) duties be assessed upon a 
valuation less than that now established hy law: 4nd fur- 
ther, That the duties required to be paid on pig and serap 
iron, shall be seven dollars per ton; on hammered and rolled 
iron, fifteen doilars per ton; on window glass, thirty per 
eentuin ad valorem; and on all other manufactared ar- 
ticles, ten per centum ad valorem, over and above the du- 
ties levied hy law on the raw material of which such articles 
may be wholly or in part composed: Provided, however, That 
upon no articles shall a less rate of duty be assessed than is 
now imposed, excepting pig copper, which shall be exempt 
from duty; and all rails of iron for railroads now contracted 
for shall be admitted at present duties if landed within one 
year, and all acts or parts of acts repugnant te the provisions 
of this——be and the same are hereby repealed. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepwespay, September 18, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
body a communication from the Treasury Depart- 


| ment, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
| Senate calling fora copy of any report made-to 
| the department on the subject of securing and 


collecting the revenue from customs, and other 


| matters of public interest, in California, by any 
' special agent appointed by said department; and 
| transmitting the same. 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion by Mr. CASS, 


Ordered, That the petition of Samuel Crussin, on the files 
ensions. 


Mr. DOWNS moved that Captain A. P. Brit- 


| tingham have leave to withdraw his papers and 


accompanying documents. 
The PRESIDENT. Are the papers on the 


files of the Senate? 

Mr. DOWNS. I believe they are before the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; but as there will 
be but little chance of action on them at the present 


session, Mr. Brittingham desires to withdraw them. 


ati 


NAL GLOBE. - 


a ea re a 
a 


|< The PRESIDENT. ‘The motion tow: 

| cannot be made until the tonomaatdray 

| the committee. See. ted 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

|. Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Re 

_lutionary Claims, to which was referred H = 
Bil! No. 391, being an act in relation to the va 
of Virginia officrs for half pay, reported hone 
same without amendment, and recommended és 


| passage. 
| Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Co 
| merce, to which were referred the resolutio > 
| the Legislature of Michigan, the memoria! of . 
| Legislature of Wisconsin, together with the = 
merous memorials from persons residing on . : 
borders of the northwestern Lakes and other o 
tions of the United States, asking the adoption", 
measures to procure the free navigation of the S. 
Lawrence, reported a bill providing for the fr, 
navigation of the St. Lawrence river and for site 
rocal trade with Canada, which was read A 
ordered to a second reading. 
On motion, the bill was ordered to be printed 
Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 


James Robertson, asking indemnity for injuries 
received and imprisonment suffered by him, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same; which was agreed to. - 

Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Pog, 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
resolution in relation to the contracts for buildins 
mail steamers, submitted an elaborate report, and 





asked that it be printed for the use of Senate; 


which was agreed to. 
SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. CHASE. In pursuance of notice, | ask 
leave to introduce a bill to prohibit slavery in the 
Territories of the United States. 


The PRESIDENT. Will the Senate grant the 
leave? 





Mr. CLAY. I hope it will not be granted, 
There is, I believe, peace now prevailing through. 
out all our borders. I believe it is permanent, 
And I trust that the Senate will at once, and with. 
out hesitation, put its face against any further 
disturbance of this country. I call for the yeas 
and nays upon the question of granting leave. 

Mr. CASS. Fully coinciding with all that the 
Senator from Kentucky has said, I move to lay the 
question of granting leave on the table. 

Mr. CHASE. 1 trust the honorable Senator 
from Michigan*will withdraw that motion for the 


| present. 


Mr. CASS. I cannot withdraw it for the pur. 

se of discussion. 

Mr. CHASE. I have no disposition to discuss 
this question. 1 wish merely to make a personal 
explanation. 





r. CASS. I will withdraw the motion if the 
Senator wishes to make a personal explanation. 
Mr. CHASE. I do. 
Mr. CASS. Then [ withdraw the motion for 
the present. ‘ 
| r. CHASE. 1 wish merely to say that | had 
| no idea that the introduction of this bill would 
lead to debate at this period of the session. Had 
| | thought so, 1 should not have asked leave w 
introduce the bill. 1 dissent entirely from the 
idea of the Senator from Kentucky, that these 
questions are settled. The discussions which 
have taken place in this Chamber since the passage 
of the bills to which the Senator referred, show 
that nothing can be further from the fact. but 
being well aware of the vast amount of business 
which claims attention, and unwilling to be the 
occasion of delay of business, I withdraw the 
proposition. . 
Mr. HAMLIN. It is, | am aware, very early 
in the morning; but I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business. 


ENTICING SLAVES FROM THE DISTRICT. 
Mr. PRATT. Lask the Senate now to take up 
a bill introduced a ey, ononn since, to apis 
enticing or assisting ves to escape from their 
owners in the District of Columbia, and for other 
pu , that it may have a second reading. 
r. HALE, Mr, President, I agree to agreat 
extent in the remarks made by honorable 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay.] The 


whole , is now at ps jLaughter.) ! 


a 


Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of | 


teeta eat” ate | nie | ei 























































Fe Senator from Ohio [ se] to introduce || fere. The Senator is not ing t i i : 
fy oo Ido hope the time as come when these || before the Senate. Ma ee Me PRATT. his cape prevent free negroes 
aggressions” and *‘ agitations’” should cease. || Mr. CHASE. I am pursuing the line of remark || coming into the District hereafter a 

Laughter. } 1 hope we have arrived at that time. || which the Senator from Kentucky adopted. If}| Mr. CLAY. Very well Then I agree i 
i ‘rust that the Senate will not take up and debate | (hat be out of order, [ shall submit. || and will withdraw = matio poner ik i 
use soother of these distracting and aggressive meas- Mr. CLAY. The Senator should recollect that | The motion was re fithde ben 
i yes, to wound the sensibilities of gentlemen here || the question is on the second reading of the bill— Mr. HALE, I ri he wes adped : 

. discussion on this subject. hoped we had \| rec iaguretubabuie auxene 
the bya : a mere matter of form. || the epecial beyefit of those of my friends th 
in pot ihrousl with these matters, The motion of the honorable Senator from Ohio || in favor of abolishing slave he Di dite 

Ms CLAY. oa only, sir. 1 consider || [Mr. Case] was to introduce a bill, and therefore || Columbia, but who tame sons Saldes or named 

i. the passage of this bill as part of that great system || the whgle subject was fully open for discussion. time and an appropriate measure by which it 
of of policy Which has for its object peace and quiet. || The motion now is simply to take up a bill as a be done. I do not propose to fs if with 
the j agree entirely with the Senator that we ought to || matter of form to give it its second reading, and | the details of such a measure, but re ate 
nu. pat aa end to all these ‘‘aggressions.’’ This bill || it ought to be recollected by the Senator form Ohio } give those gentlemen a fair chance’ of Gepeundis 
the proposes to put an end to an aggression. If the || that when it was proposed the other day, accord- upon the record what their sentiments eda, cent 
or. Senator will only agree that this aggression shall || jng to almost invariable custom, to give thie bill || meled by any “*inexpedtent” and ‘i dinaneat 
of erminate—iffe will enter into bond and security | its second reading, it was objectel to by the Sen- || details; and, in order to give the la a es 
St, that no more Slaves shall be stolen from the Dis- || ator who now its before me, (Mr cine ] This | discretion I move that ‘he bill be ra ined he 
ree ict of Colambia—I presume gentlemen will not || is merely a question of form, t comes ‘up te || Committee on the District of Col . Sai : h og 
ip. ask for the passage of this bill. larly for its second reading and when it oben | structions so to amend it as to seanlaie: ahha is 
ud Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I desire to say one || up it will be in order to make objections to and || the District of Columbia. On that ti mh 
word. pos - — afraid of discussion on this || discuss it. 4 oo '| for a and nays ' iene 

| mater, it is the ast expiring effort to raise a Mr. HALE. I wish i in || |= Mr. ' 
. ee emaniseoenny.? Lovoctbalersany Pogsy || doelion is ne heosrabte Guatier tect Kaseeey, || webeedutaaslene shone a 
of could now be built up in relation to this question = Cray.] The Senator suggests that the other || Mr. HALE. | hope s0 too 
ts of slavery. I think the question is settled in the || day I objected to the second reading of the bill, | The yeas and nays were ordered, and bei 
4 wes aoe so _ think it worth while to || which is merely a matter of form. ‘It is true that | taken resulted as follows: et 
0 make speec it. | I did object, and i BAS in, Chas ‘ 

A Berth Wal he Senator rom Maryland | et Wits nston ‘wos wate Ssce snes | Bae Wessun oy ky any Seo sd 
st withdraw his motion, in order to allow me to in- || ago to introduce a bill—a thing which | have never | Vite ae ’ ‘ 
he troduce a bill of which IL have given notice? heard objected to during all the ti hi I hav | sont Selec, Deter’ Guar, Oley, Ooeeck, Devic erent 
: ar PRADT 4 ennuet elibdeam tne enedon _ ob ( ng e time that ave || ton, Bright, Butier, Cass, Clay, Couper, Davis of Mississippi, 
g : y m » || been in Congress, in either House—the Senator || Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Duigins, 
id lest Ishould not havea chance to renew it. If || from Kentucky objected, and called for the yeas || Downs, 'Felch, Foote, Frémont, Gwin, Houston, Huwter 
e; there is to be a contest on this subject, I shall call || and nays upon it. So that, if mine was an offence | Zonae, Kine, Space, Morvon, Bettis, Ramm, Hart, Sebastian, 

for the yeas and nays on my motion. Kohala late hin evant * dala * |] Shields, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Under- 

Mi, WALKER. If Sena | agnum scandalatum, | wood, Wales, Whitcomb, and Yulee—4!. 

Mr . tors cannot have the || or something worse, because it is an every-day || § + , 

k privilege of <_< the ae hour for the or- || thing to object to a second reading, but to Gitect settee proposition to commit the bill waa re- 
dinary morning business, | should like to know || to the introducti ill i i i ‘7 
. Ot tees aie eecrteranbesens | sunaeen —_— of a bill is certainly a very ex- 1 Mr. BALDWIN. I move to amend the bill 
e Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, what is the | The motion to ta&e up the bill was carried on || by ares ers: 
question before the Senate? Is the question upon || division—ayes 26, noes not counted | ecu Che ahinaioe sevens sarees of the act 
, . i @ ea’ ‘ Oand amendatory o ten. 
1 sking up the bill of the Senator from Maryland? The bill was then read a second time, and con- | titled an act concerning the District of Columba na coaaad 
; (Mr. Prarr. sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It is aa’|} May % 1802, be, aud the sume is hereby, repeated Fs 
. The PRESIDENT: That is the question. || follows: The secti sed ' is i 
; ok, coeur den ia wei : | ction proposed to be repealed is section 
F of that bill are not open for dis And be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa~|| Seven, of chapter LII., of the United 8 
t cussion. | tives of the United States of America in Congress aunties, utes at Lar ea 9 in th follo eee 
i Mr. CHASE. I withdrew a moment since, in ies pasy Hee pee " poernne within the District of Co- || gy eh rth oa ty ee 
deference to what seemed to be the general desire sie ohdan waaiindes te ten uce, by persuasion or other means, || virginia or M iand, ¢ somes ty an eactetcaaian seuea 
mA of the Senate, that no further discussion should | Sie a maacat cat tnandmemnee ee dearee the 27th day of February, 1850, © poncenmigihiie Bien of 
¢ take place upon questions of this character, a bill || assist any slave or slaves in ruuning away or escaping from || Columbia,” to be in force within the said District, shall ever 
which | tegard an iGaiiale tee important ion the owner or lawful possessor of such slave or slaves, or || be so construed as to prohibit the owners of slaves to- hire 
het of che Dalaathe Cece heehee. 16 inches shall harbor any slave or slaves with the intent to assist | %°™ within or remove them to the said District, in the 
r yiand. Mt € || him, her, or them to escape from the service of such owner || *@™¢ Way &* Was practiced prior to the above revited act 
: pleasure of the Senate now, to be indicated by the || or possessor, such person or persons shall he liable to in- This clause in the f 180% , 
vole to take up this bill, and protract discussion || dictment in the criminal court of the District of Columbia, } the S f ote st bent at sae? a 
upon these questions to the hindrance of other and upon conviction, by verdict, confession, or otherwise, || Se rp than sat bora bmn By Bano sein 
| business, 1 shall feel it my duty again to ask fending on pean Soha etianae Sl seins Gotta eae | th ea og v MMe rae vad mgmt) eden 
. leave to introduce that bill. 1 know no reason Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in ease any slave | codices Eis ran — ye to introduce their 
| why the security of slavery in the District of Do- || °F slaves so induced, pursuaded, or enticed to run away, or | denied to th var Vileheae ene'ce dee oben 
teisbin ahah betnaetievedl to th ; assisted in running away, or harbored with the intent to as- |, enied to the people of Virginia and to every other 
preferred to the security of free- || sis: him, her, or them in’ runnigg awa slaveholding State. While th 
dom in the Territories. || sist him, her, or the ag Sway, OF escaping from | © % ne ; e the county of Alexan- 
. service, shall actually run away and escape fromthe service || dria continued a part of the District of C i 
The honorable Senator from Kentucky tells as || of the lawful owner or owners, any person convicted as || this provisi Cth f 2 hac cciaatel 
that this is a part of the scheme of adjustment, and || 2resaid of such enticing, persuading, assisting, or harbor- || yey rthb: ius. 6? Vuwiale ante ak et ae 
thet: dedeliainal pealnesie . ing, shail also be sentenced by the said court to pay to the || W° to the State of Virginia as to the State of 
. ’ re,dt ought to be taken up for consid- || owner or owners of said slave or slaves the value of the || Maryland. Slaves might be introduced fi 
eration, Lf it be a part of that scheme, it has re- || same, to be assessed and determined by the said court, to be | State of Virginia am th ee ea 
i cently been adopted as such. It received no recovered by execution as in cases of other judgments. hich SF d > Winnie i reas 
! consideration, so far as I am aware, from the || S&°- 3 -And be it further enacted, That each of the cor. Ue fotrubnuutd eta G4 Ghee of taanehaibinie Mead 
| Commiuee of Thi ’ ; porations of the cities of Washington and Georgetown, and || be introduced from the State of Maryland into that 
i 0 irteen. It was brought in by || the levy court of Washington county, respectively, shall || part which was ceded by Maryland, B 
. the Senator fram Maryland, and affects this Dis- || ve, and they are hereby invested with the power, by police || law then stood, alth bth oe ut as the 
. trict only. It is a measure which has never been regulations not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws |) 4 : rere ya twas be tatro- 
: Gf Pp , gz to reside within their respective jurisdictional limits, and to || t¢ District respectively ceded by those States, the 
1 fty years that slavery has existed here by act of || remove therefrom such as may come within those limits | could not, when thua i “dh 
e « ee contrary to such prohibition, and to regulate the Sebastien af | a f th a ecuuuien’ eae pa “a5 
, r. PRATT. I call the Senator to order. those now residing or who may be permitted hereafter to eran aie 
1 4 The PRESIDENT. The Senator must confine | reside therein, and to enforce such removal, or acompliance || _. In 1812 an act of Congress was passed authori- 
| himself to. th : : \ } with such regulations, by fine not exceeding two hundred || slaves who had thus been in'roduced lawfull 
3 I é subject under consideration, which || dollars, and imprisonment at labornot exceeding si the, || from Virgi i h i i y 
is, Shall the bilt ars, gsix months, || from Virginia into the county of Alexandria, and 
: a a rs: ill of the Senator from Maryland be ||, oF either, at their discretion. || frum Maryland into the county of Washington, to 
on . : ‘ ; 
; ua: DHiee a oe 2 , Mr. CLAY. Ido not wish to take up the time || be transferred from one county to the other in the 
* . am urging reasons why it || of the Senate at all upon the subject of this bill; || Di-trict, and there held in slavery in th 
/ ote not be taken up, and | have only followed || but | propose to strike out the third section, whieh || manner as they might have been in ee i m stabs 
. oe of the Senator from Kentucky. | excludes free persons of color from this District. | which they were originally introduced ed hates 
d cay, sit, that this bill is a part of the scheme || I have no doubt that they have been increasing a || the retrocession of Alexandria to Vi ini “Se 
udu, edie and adjustment, because it has || great deal, and that something ought to be done. || slave can be introduced into the District f - he 
mrs received the consideration of the committee || But before we drive them away we should ascer- | State of Virginia, or from any slave State ox a 
. relent was appointed to consider the questions || tain where they are to go, and where they can go. || Maryland, (unless when cane an ing on 
4 Ke ng to slavery. The honorable Senator from || The subject ought to be taken up and mos: delib- || owners on their removal to the District “We 
: ota has said that all these questions are || erately examined, and some provision made, in || were assured a few days since by the ot fro ‘ 
d. Some of them are, indeed, settled. The || the spirit of the age and of humanity, in reference || Maryland that probably fi , ths of th 4 
u question of the Texan boundary is settled, contin- || to persons of color. The other rovisi f the | in the Di ror Celaissldtndteeca iowoteasl 
gue ted ee > pel of col provisions of the || now in the District of Columbia had been introduced 
. y upon of Texas, which | | bill, if that is stricken out—— ° in consequence of this clause in th f iu: 
. apprehend will be given very promptly. The Mr. PRATT. If the Senator will permit - thew; wey Lask,if it be the policy of thie Dias 
i ange of the admission of California is settled. || to interrupt him, I will say that [think he misap- || trict, and of Congress to refuse & ormit cles 
“ * wate in the Territories has —- the section of the Lill to which he refers. || introduction of slaves into this Distviat: from the 
c Th Pen not been settled. a retrospective action of this section has been || State of Virginia, or any other slave State, should 
PRESIDENT. The Chair must inter- |! altered. it be permitted to Maryland to have the exclusive 
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rivi of ing the District with her slaves, 
G nei oes to hire them out to service, 
and thus adding to the slave population, to the 
manifest injury of the free laborers of the District? 
I see no reason why this monopoly should be al- 
lowed to Marylaud, and I think therefore the pro- 
vision of the act of 1802, under which so many 
slaves have been introduced into ,the District, 
should be now repealed. 

Mr. PRATT. I wish merely to offer a word of 
explanation, and certainly I shall not enter upon a 
debate on this question; which I know will be 


fatal to the bill. The Senator from Connecticut || 


has stated, with a considerable degree of correct- 
ness, the law as it stands, and as | had the honor 
to — it a week or-two ago to the Senate. 
The complains that the citizens of Mary- 
land are enjoying, under the act of Congress of 
1802, a privilege which the people of no other 
State may enjoy. I say to him, if he is sincere in 
that objection, that we are perfectly willing to au- 
thorize Virginia, Kentucky, and every other slave 
State in the Union, which may choose to do so, to 
bring their slaves into the District. 


It is an ex- | 


clusive privilege to Maryland, under the laws as || 
they exist, because this territory belonged to | 
Maryland, and the people who originally inhabited || 


it were citizens of Maryland, the people when the 
territory was ceded going with it. It was, there- 


fore, thought right and proper that the people of | 


Maryland, who were inhabitants of the territory 
native State. 


of the proposition which he has made to repeal the 
act of 1802. The Senator has not adverted at all 
to ths action of both Houses during the present 
session, in passing the bill introduced by the Sen- 
dior from Kentucky. Under that bill, no one 
either from Maryland or any where else, can bring 
his servants here for sale. They cannot be brought 
here. for sale under the Maryland law if left in 
foree, and the act of Congress be repealed to which 
the Senator has referred. Maryland does not de- 
sire or propoge to interfere with any person coming 
to Washington or to the District to reside. He 
may bring with him his servants, but he is not 
privileged to sell his servants so brought here, un- 
der the Maryland law, until he has resided in the 
District for a period of three continuous years. 
That is the old law of Maryland; that is the pres- 


the Senator from Kentucky, and which has already 





passed both Houses of Congress, prohibits any | 


citizen of Maryland, or of any other State, from 
bringing his servants here for the purpose of sale. 
T think that under the law of Maryland, which 
the Senator does not propose to interfere with, the 
citizen of Virginia or of.any other part of the 
United States, who may come to the District to 
reside, is now privileged to bring his servants with 
him. The repeal of the act of 1802, as proposed 
by the Senator frora Connecticut, would have a 
moat limited operation, indeed, in view of the law 
which has already passed, as introduced by the 
Senator from Kentucky. 1 am not prepared to say 
whether it would have any operation. 1 am cer- 
tain that the Senator will find this to be the effect 
of his amendment upon examination. [ do not 
propose to discuss the question at all, and will not 
detain the Senate further. 

i am reminded that, under the law of Maryland, 
in order to produce a reciprocity between the peo- 

le of the Diatrict and the people of the State of 
Mary nd, the former have the privilege of ta- 
king eir servants into Maryland for the purpose 
of, working there, many of the residents of the 
District haying farms in the State of Maryland; 
or. that they may have the privilege of hiring out 
their servants into the State of Maryland, and of 
bringing them back again to this District, Now, 
the only effect of this amendment is to do away 
with, this. reciprocity, so faras Maryland is con- 
cerned, and to prevent the citizens of Maryland 
from bringing thgir servants here for the purpose 
of hiring them: ora citizen of Maryland, living 
here @ part of the year, from bringing his servants 
with him. ‘That is the only effect of the amend- 


ment, 

“Me. BALDWIN. The object of my amend- 
ment is to place the people of the State of Mary- 
land precisely upon the same footing as the people 
of Virginia and the other slavebolding States stand 
in regard to the right of introducing slaves into 


| can do this, and under the provisions of this 
| very large proportion of the slave population now 





the District, The Senator from Maryland says 
that by the law as it exists, notwithstanding this 
amendment, persons removing into the District 
from the State of Maryland can bring their slaves 
with them, because such was the law of Maryland 
at the time of the original cession of part of her 
territory. In that respect the inhabitants of Ma- 
ryland will stand in no different position from the 
inhabitants of Virginia; for, as the jaw now stands, 
which this proposition does not affect, the citizen 
of Virginia removing bona fide into the District, for 
the purpose of settling here, can bring hia slaves 
with him, and hold them here. But, sir, the citizen 
of Virginia cannot send his slaves to be hired here, 
to form a part of the population of the District, un- 
less he himself comes here with his family, bring- 
ing his slaves withhim. The citizen of Maryland 

aw a 


existing in this District were thus introduced. It 


| isto put an end to this unjust discrimination be- 


tween the people of Maryland and the people of 
Virginia, that. have introduced this amendment. 
Sir, the fact that, sixty years ago, the District of 


Columbia composed a part of the State of Mary- || 


land, can make no difference whatever in regard 
to the rights of the people of Maryland at the pres- 


; 


j 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


| 


i 


| 


| ent time to introduce their slaves into the District, || 


|| fair trade, 


} 


| tinue this state of things, we are told, legislating 





| 





| 


Was there any such privilege reserved by them? 
Notatall. It required an act of Congress—the act 


exist, and it would not have existed now but for 
the positive legislation of Congress; and it is to 
repeal the act which confers the right, and which 


| makes an unjust discrimination as respects other 


States, favoring the State of Maryland, that I am 
desirous of repealing it. 


Mr. HALE. 


District for hire. And, as an inducement to con- 
here for the District, that in consideration of that, 
we, the legislators of the District, have the right 
to carry our slaves for hire into the State of Mary- 
land; and it is not a one-sided business altogether, 
because there is secured to us—and when I gay us, 


| | speak of us as legislators for the District of Co- 
|| lumbia—there is secured to us and to our constitu- | 
| ents in this District, the right to take our slaves 
sent law of the District; and the law introduced by || 


lL understand, by the explanation | 
| made by the Senator from Maryland, that the law | 
|| a& it now stands gives to the @tizens of Maryland 
|| a monopoly of the right to bring servants into this 


| 1802—to confer it. The right did not originally | 
when it was ceded, should enjoy the laws of their || 
Now, 1! ask the attention of the | 
Senate and the Senator himself to the only effect | 


} 
} 
i 
| 





into Maryland and work them there, and it is a | 


Now, for one, | want to make no such 
bargain. 

ing slaves. 
anything by letting them out. 
give up ali the privilege that pertains to me as one 


| golden prospects from that scheme of combining 
| capital and labor whiclfis to be found by taking 
| our people—our colored people—from this Dis- | 
| trict down into Maryland, and working them | 
|| there, and taking pay for their labor. 


Sir, it may 


I do not want to make anything by hir- | 
God knows I do not want to make | 
Tam willing to | 


|| as there 
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es for the in 
measures for terests of slay devori 
last days of the session to contcing how 
ne ee car left in the District of - 
urmbia might have its interests subse 
protected, and extended. _ rved, 

While I am not willing to yieid the tight of 
posing, in every regular constitutional manne; ” 
which I can do it, every species of legislation .. 
this sort, now and forever, | want it undersioo}. 
that the i? of the United States may learn and 
not forget, that this is not owing to the efforts of 
any of those fanatics who have so disturbed th 
land and endangered the Union, and kept Con. 
gress by the ears for so many months; that jt |, 
by no effort of theirs that this subject has been on 
troduced here at this time. No, sir, they cannot 
do it; they are powerless; they have not the ordi 
nary leave to introduce a bill into the Congress of 
the United States to express their views, and the 
bill which is attempted to be introduced is not 4). 
lowed to be read for the information of the Senate 
and the country. But let a measure be introduced 
that looks to the extension, the perpetuity, the 
spread, the eternity of slavery, and the army and 
the navy and the Executive calendar, the ciyi| ap- 
ma apes bill, and everything else, must stand 
in the background until the last demands of sia. 
very, however exorbitant, however extravagant 
have been heard, yielded to, and satisfied, anj 
everything that slavery asks is granted. Yea, sir 
that is what the people of the United States wii 
learn, when the proceedings of to-day shall go ou 
with the other things of this Congress. 

Having said this, | will now say a word more 
on another branch of the subject. I believe that 
from the time I have known anything about the 
history of this Government—from the earlies: 
recollection in which | noted anything of the pro- 
ceedings of this Government, there never was a 
Congress elected in which the anti-slavery senti- 
ment of the people was sa strongly expressed at 
the polls, in electing the members of ihe other 
House, and in electing members of the Legisla- 
tures that have elected the members of this body, 
as at the election to which the members 
of this Congress owe their seats here, And | 
believe further, that when the history of this Gov- 
ernment shall be written, it will be found that there 
never was a Congress assembled since the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution in which the interests 
and the power of slavery have been more pare- 
mount, more resisiless, and more overwhelming— 
that there has never been a time since the adoption 


|| of the Federal Constitution in which what is 
of the legislators for this District, to yield up the | 


is claimed for slavery, and the interests, and the 


'| furtherance, and advancement of slavery, have 


be estimated by some to be a very great privilege; | 


give it up, to relinquish it entirely. But, on the 
other hand, | am not willing to submit any longer 
to have the people of the State of Maryland en- 
joy a monopoly of the privilege of bringing their 
slaves here and working them for hire. 1 want 
all the States to stand on an equality in this re- 
spect. The Senator from Maryland says that we 
are willing to extend this privilege—that is, we are 
willing to let all the rest of the slave States of the 
Union enjoy the same privilege that the State of 
Maryland now enjoys; and instead of repealing 
that part of the law which confers the right upon 
the people of Maryland, he is willing to extend it 
to all the States, Well, sir, perhaps that would 
be equal; but it would be just as equal to repeal 
that part of the law which confers that right. upon 
the people of the State of Maryland, 

Sir, & think the people of the United States, 
when they hear of the proceedings of the Senate 
to-day, will learn with astonishment that when 
the Senate had but ten days more.to spend in ses- 
sion, and when the bill for the support of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, without which the 
Government cannot proceed a day, had not been 
acted apon—when the bill for the support of the 
army and the navy had not been acted upon nor 
reported, and when the Government calendar is, 
groaning under the burden of nominations un- 
acted upon, the Senate of the United States could 


| for one, I do not wish to enjoy it; 1 am willing to | 


| 


been so unhesitatingly adopted, notwithstanding 
the character and the feelings of the men who 
elected-us to office. 

And now gentlemen flatter themgelves Liat they 
have done a great deal for the peace of the coun- 
try. Everybody is. pleased but a few “ wild fa 
naties.’’ All others are delighted, and are binding 
the brows of those who have consummated this 
great work with laurels; they are burning powder 
to blazon forth their glory—ainging songs to im- 
mortalize their deeds, and screaming themselves 
hoarse with pans of praise to those who have 
been foremost in this great work. Sir, let not gen- 
tlemen deceive themselves. ‘The pen of inspira- 
tion teaches us that there was a time when a set 
of men cried ** Peace! peace! but there was no 
peace.”” Let me teil you Mere is no peace to those 
who think they have successfully dug the grave in 
which the hopes, the rights, and the interests of 
freedom have been buried. No, sir, that peace 
will be short, and that rejoicing will most assuredly 
be turned into mourning, tlemen altogether 
mistake the character of the people whose sent- 
monte have —_ reiaiets whose an 

i regarded, whose interests have been . 
pled in the dust, If gentlemen think they have 
ridden rough-shed over us—if they think no 
no note of remonstrance—— 

Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HALE, ain Ty 6a ag if the Senator 
from New York wants to move to lay. the bill upoo 


“Seven ors. No, no, take the vote, 
ile BICKINEDS. Til mare, pons om. 
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ynder too much excitement altogether to vote 
a the bill to-day. [Laughter.] ‘ 4 
Mr. RUSK. 1 hope the further consideration 
of this b:Il at the presént time will be postponed. 
{shall vote for its postponement, because I desire 
tke up a bill which it appears to me is abso- 
oa necessary for the business of the country; 
ft wane in which I do not think there isa 
ang as upon. 0 not think that 
Ws any possible chance of making speeches on 
iat bill. 1 do not think that “freedom will be 
endangered,” Or that any ** graves will be dag”’ 
over it. 1 am willing to vote for the passage of 
this bill, bat f doubt whether we can get a vote 
ypon it this session, and finish the other business 
which is absolately necessary. The bill which I 
ssk the Senate to take up is very important. Every 
gute in the Union is intere in it; and I hope, 
ore, that this question, which seems likely 
o cat forth much debate, may be postponed until 
o-morrow, and that the Senate will proceed to the 
consideration of the bill from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, to establish post 
routes. 
The motion to postpotie was agreed to. 


PRIORITY OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I now move that the Senate 

oceed to the consideration of Executive business, 
and on that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I shall feel compelled to 
role against that motion, because | am satisfied 
that if we do not take up these appropriation bills 
they will not be got through with. We know that 
upon bills of this kind there is usually a great deal 
of speaking—particalarly those “one word ” 
speeches; which aré very apt to last for an hour 
and a half. [Laughter.} Now,I would rather 
that every Executive nomination should fall 
through, even if they should be of my own party, 
than that the operations of the Government should 
be put to a stand-still for want of appropriations. 
if these nominations are not acted upon by the 
Sent te, President of the United States can 
commission during the recess. | am willing to at- 
end to Executive business after these appropria- 
tion bills are taken up and disposed of. For one, 
J asstre the Senate, that I shall occupy no time on 
the subject, éxcept it be for a very brief explana- 
tion, which may be necessary for the understand- 
ing of it. But t shail Oppose going into Executive 
session How and hereafter, until we have mastered 
this great question, which is so necessary to the 
very existence of the Government—the civil and 
diplomatic bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think the Senate will do me 
the justice to say, that whenever I have trespussed 
upon their attention, | have done so very briefly. 

ith one exception, 1 sympathize with every sug- 
gestion which has fallen from the Senator from 
New York. I know the importance which at- 
taches to the Ml to which he has alluded; but I 
¢ also that there are other duties devolving upon 

e Senate, of an Executive character, which, in 
my opinion, exceed in importance those which re- 
late to thé appropriation bills. The Senator from 
New York is wrong in supposing that if the nomi- 
nations that have been and that shall be submit- 
ted to the Senate, fail to receive their action, the 
Executive can commission the parties. I refer to 
that kind of vacancies which do not justify or au- 
thorize the Executive to commission in the récess. 
Now, what is the point to which we are approach- 
ing? Take the revenue system, if you please; 
and, if we fail to act so as to enable the President 
of the United States to fill the offices while we are 
here, how are we to remedy the difficulty do as to 
enable the Government to sustain itself? That is 
& consideration which I think ought to impress 
itself upon the Senate, and lead us to dévote at 
least tion of our time to these naae du 

. ve 8 faith to bring t 
Senate to the of Exzcutive ok 
know the’ feelings of the Senator from 
Carolina and others, who have charge of pie 
a oe — T have made this motion y 
to beealled again together ta 
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appropriation bills, |} that there was nota sufficient number voting to 


failure and the failure of these 
1 certainly would the former. As regards 
the power of the ident to commission during 
the recess, | will simply state that itis the business 
of the Executive to see that the laws are executed, 
and I am of opinion that he can. 

A Senator. No, no. 

Mr. DICKINSON. [| am not speaking the sen- 
timents of other Senators, but my own. I! main- 
tain that he can do it; and that it is an adjudicated 
question under the opinion of the Attorney Gene- 
ral. It was done under Mr. Polk’s administration. 
If gentlemen will contradict me in theory, they 
must contradict me also in fact. There was a case 
in the State of New York where a postmaster was 
commissioned during the recess of the Senate. Tlie 
ee who had been nominated was rejected by the 

maté. His successor was nominated, and his 
nomination was sent into the Senate, but it remained 
unacted upon. That casé was brought before the 
Cabinet of Mr. Polk, and the Attorney General gave 
itas his opinion that the President had a right to com- 
mission him during the recess, and he did so. But 
there is no necessity for coming to that conclusion. 
All we have to do is to proceed with the business; 
but | will give a preference to this business because 
it is necessary in Order to pay Execative officers; 
and, with all their patriotism, we all know that 
they will not work unless they are paid. 

Mr. RUSK. I want to compromise this mat- 
ter. I shall vote against going into Executive 
session now, and shall ask the Senate, in justice to 
their own constituents, to.take up and pase the 
post-route bill. They can do it between this time 
and one o’clock, and then at one o’clock [ will 
vote to go into Executive session. This bill has 
been fully considered in the committee; I have 
spent a great deal of labor upon it, so that all the 
Senate will have to do will be to actupon it. I do 
not think there is the least possible chance for 
any one to make a speech upon it, for no Sen- 
ator has asked for a mai! route any where, who has 
not had it granted in this bill. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business, 
and the yeas and nays haying been ordered, they 
were taken with the fullowing result: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Barnwell, Bell, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Butler, Chase, Clarke, Davis of Massaehu- 
setts, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Ewing, Frémont, Greene, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, 
King, Morton, Norris, Phelps, Pratt, Seward, Smith, Soulé, 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Wales, Walker, Winthrop, af Yu 
TAY S—Mesors. Badger, Cass; Clay, Cooper, Dickinson, 
Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Downs, Fuote, Houston, Hunter, 
Jones, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Turney, Under- | 
wooed, and Whitcomb—19. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The Senate accordingly entered upon the con- | 
sideration of Executive business, and after some 
time spent therein, the doors were reopened and 

Thegenate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvaspar, September 19, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER. The question pending at the 
time of the adjournment of the House last even- 
ing, was the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Bayvy,] that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BOWLIN. I hope the gentleman from 
Virginia will withdraw his motion, that we ma 
have the benefit of the morning hour for the call 
of the committees for reports. 

Mr. BAYLY. I cannot withdraw the motion. 
I submit it to the decision of the majority of the 
House. If they wish the committees to be called, 
they can vote down my motion. 

Mr. MILLER stated that his namé was omit- 
ted from the _~ and nays yesterday, (on what 

ion not heard by the Reporter,) and asked 
that the Journal be corrected. 

The SPEAKER said, it could not affect the re- 
sult, and the correction would be made—there 
being no objection. = 

The question then recurred on ‘the motion of 
ie. Barty, and being taken, the vote stood—ayes 


, noes 44 
No quorum vot 
Mr BOWLIN. “Ashe represtntative of great 
interests on this floor, E call for the yeas and nays. 
The SPEA having put the question, stated 
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order the yeas and nays. 
Tellers thereon were asked and refused. 
Tellers were then ordered on the motion of Mr. 
pene and the affirmative vote was declared to 


The SPEAKER requested gentlemen to vote on 
one side or the other, as otherwise there would be 
no quorum. 
ane negative vote was taken, and declared to 

47. 
So the motiog was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Thereupon the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Drswer in the chair.) 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill making a 
propriations for the support of the Navy of the 
United States for the current fiscal year. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, took the floor. 
He moved that the reading of the bill be dispensed 
with. , 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not hear 
the remark of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Sranron.]} 

Mr. STANTON repeated his motion. 

Mr. JONES suggested that it was necessary that 
the first section of the bill should be read; and his 
colleague (Mr. Stanton] could then move, before 
he commenced his remarks, to strike it out. 

The first section of the bill was then read. 

Mr. STANTON moved (for the purpose of 
making his remarks) that it be stricken out. 

Mr. S. then proceeded to address the commit- 
tee. He said: 

Mr. Cratrman: At this period of the session, 
I know that debate will be heard with impatience; 
and if I did not design to speak directly to the 
provisions of this bill, with the hope of making 
some useful suggestions upon the policy connected 
with it, | would not feel authorized to occupy the 
floor for a moment. 

The amount of money involved is within a frac- 
tion of nine and a half millions. In a time of 
profound peace, the expenses of the navy have 
grown to this enormous figure. |t is by no means 
surprising that they have become the cause of 
loud complaint. In deference to these complaints, 
which have been so generally expressed, and not 
without just foundation, | feel that it is our duty, 
even at the present inauspicious moment, to pause 
and consider the evila which have produced them, 
and the means by which those evils are to be cor- 
rected. 

The dissatisfaction consequent upon an inactive 
and expensive naval establishment, is freciently 
vented against the officers of the navy. But the 

| fault is not theirs. They have never yet failed in 
the performance of honorable and perilous daty. 
If any portion of them seem to be at present idle 
and inefficient, it is because they have no employ- 
ment to call forth eminent ability. But no Amer- 
ican can ever be unmindful of the glory, which, 
in former days, was achieved by our gallant navy. 
Whenever the tempest and the battle shall again 
give opportunity for energy and éourdge, I have 
the confidence to believe, that its ancient fame will 
not be tarnished. In the shouts of the first vic- 
tory which might crown our arms upon the ocean, 
showing that the spirit of our old heroes is not yet 
extinct, would be drowned every vestige of the 
murmurs which now stigmatize the corps as idle 
and extravagant. 

No, sir, the evils at present ‘existing in this 
branch of the public service are not justly attribu- 
table to the officers. They are the legitimate re- 
sults of thesystem. They flow from its organiza- 
tion, and are, therefore, chiefly chargeable to the 
legislative and executive branches of the Govera- 
ment. Since the origin of our naval system, the 
world has advanced immeasurably in all the de- 
partments of “business. The instruments and 
ma of commerce have undergone immense 

ges; but the navy has not kept pace with 
these. It résts pretty much upon its original 
foundation, very little altered in ites habits, or in 
ite means and appliances. I hold it to be an 
axiom, that a navy is worthless in proportion as 
it is w l, in any , to the commercial 
marine which it is intended to protect. kt must 
rival the energy and attivity of commerce, or it 
faily to yield an advantage equal to the barden it 
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imposes on the revenues of the country. This 
apirit of progression must be infused into it by the 
Goverament: the officers of the navy may give 
impulse to this forward movement, or they may 
retard it. So far as their old hebits and preju- 
dices may have presented obstacles to improve- 
cnr undoubtedly the responsibility is wholly 
theirs. , 

But, Mr. Chairman, | proceed to my object, 
which is to present some general views in reference 
to the several appropriations contained in this bill, 


and to show in what manner angmportant,reduc- | 
tion may be effected, without interfering in the | 


slightest degree with the efficiency of the service. | 


|; that no important results could be produced by 
|| such a measure. It would make but a slight im- 
|| pression wpon the nine and a half millions of dol- 
| lars, while the tendency of it would be pernicious 
| in other respects. An important saving, however, 
| may be effected in this item, by means to which I 
| will, in the proper place, again recur. 

|| | come now to the important question, how is 
|| the reduction of these enormous appropriations to 
| be effected? Where shall we apply the prunin 

knife in such a manner as to diminish the genera 
mass, and yet increase the fruit of the tree? The 
American people would not hesitate to pay nine 


j 
| 
| 





Economy and éfficiency are not antagonisticai; on || or ten millions to maintain the navy, if they could 


the contrary, they are entirely harmonious—in- | 


deed, mutually indispensable the one to the otser. | 


| See an advantage—a result adequate to the great 
outlay. The question of economy, therefore, isa 


But before { attempt to point out those parts of the | question of efficiency—a question of profit and 


appropriation in which reductions are practicable, | 
I hope I shall be excused for briefly alluding toa 
few items, favorite objects of reduction to some 
gentlemen, in which | think no reductions ough | 
to be made. 

The appropriation for the Observatory ought 


not to be diminished. It is not in this quarter that |, 


any curtailment is to result in advantage to the 
service, either by the amount of saving, or by the | 
correction of any abuse known or suspected to | 
exist. There is no idleness or extravagance here. | 
Nights of laborious observafion, succeeded by | 
days of intense study and close analysis of the | 
results, are not better compensated than the ordi- | 
nary duties of officers in positions requiring far | 
less scietitific acquirements, and far less constant 
exertion of mind and body. | have repeatedly | 
expressed my conviction, that in time of peace 
there is no emoloyment in which any portion of | 
the navy can be engaged more honorable, more 
uscful, or more creditable to the Government, than 
the labors of this institution. War has its tri- 
umphs, but these are the triumphs of peace—the 

roudest ornaments of an elevated civilization. 

hey bring not less glory to the Government, nor 
legs real renown to the intellects that achieve them. 
They will be written on the firmament and recorded 
among the stazs, legible to all future generations, 
when the petty conflicts and fleeting triumphs of | 


exixting naval powers will have been long for- || 


golen. 
I hope this establishment will be fostered as long 


as the Government shall exist; it shall certainly || 


never be without my ardent support, whether dt- 
recily given in the public councils, or more quietly 
an a private citizen. | say the same of the prepa- 
rations for the American Nautical Almanac, and | 
of the Naval School at Annapolis. The expense 


of all these is inconsiderable—unworthy of a mo- || 


ment's hesitation—when taken in connection with 
the important objects to be attained by them. Less 
than one hundred thousand dollars supports them 
all. 
The appropriations in this bill are: 
For the Observatory...... - $35,135 | 
American Nautical Almanac........ 12,850 | 
TEAL TEEIMOIEL, 1.6 0 on a b-0.s 0000-00 00.006 238,200 ' 
| 





thls nck bi-eus.4 aa cenens 


oe ceesee $76,185 


Sirike them all out, and you gain very little in 


reducing the mass of expenditures in this bill, || 
| lows: 


works that can be accomplished by the peaceful | 


while you will have destroyed some gf the best 


labors of a gallant navy. Whoever should pro- 
pose to begin the curtailments of the navai expend- 
tures at thie polnt, will begin at the wrong end, 
and, in my judgment, will finish by doing nothing 
but mischief. | would prefer to increase the 
amounts, so far as to restore the sums which the 
Commitiee of Ways and Means have cut off from 
the estimates submitted by the department. At 
the proper time | shall move to do this, and will 
explain the amendments in‘detail. I hope the dis- 
tinguished chairman of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means will see the error into which he has | 
been betrayed upon this point, and that he will ac- | 
quiesce in the propriety of restoring the appropri- 
ations to their original amounts. The liberal prin- 
ciples upon which he acted, when I had the honor 
to verve with him on the Committee on Naval Af- 
faire, lead me to beli€¥e that my expeciation will | 
not be disappointed. 

Lastly, Mr. Chairman, | would not attempt to 
curtail thes large expenditure by reduving the rate 





| not require to be renewed. 


|| made, if made at all. 
|| chief items contained in this aggregate sum, and || 


i} 
} 


loss—a question of return for expenditures. With 


|| this view of the subject, let us look at the details 
|| of the bill. 


| The whole appropriation is 
Of this, there is appropriated for dry- 
docks, by contracts, which cannot 
be disregarded, and which will end 
with this oppropriation........... 1,265,562 


|| Repairs and improvements of pavy- 


yards, not to be reduced this year, 
but which probably may the next 

For transportation of the mails by 
the ocean bine of steamers 


Making together.......scsceeecses $2,926,128 


And leaving for other purposes..........+.+++- $6.50 228 


|| The first and second of these large items are for 


permanent improvements, and the expenditure will 
But for the necessity 
of a naval station at San Francisco, two out of 
these three millions micht be set down as not 


again recurring to swell the’ appropriations of | 


future years. Even as it is, however, with that 
| necessity acknowledged, the annual amount will 


| not be near so large and will soon cease entirely. | 


| tis, then, in the balance of six and a half mil- 


|| lions, as above stated, that the reduction is to be 


Let us see what are the 


how far they ere susceptible of dimination with 

advantage to the service. They are as follow: 
Pay of officers and men $2,758,262 
Provisions . 686,200 
Marine corps 371,722 
RA#airs and Hemp......+..+-.+++1,750,000 
TE. stasis ih nund a dccineit eat 194,000 
Contingencies cesses Jd2,145 


$6,294,329 


sum, or at least two millions of dollars, can be 
saved in the future, and that without doing the 
| slightest injury to the great objects for which the 
| mavy is maintained. I shall send to the Clerk’s 





| desk to be read, a short amendment, fromwhich 


I am sure this result will follow, if the Executive 


|| will heartily concur in carrying it out according to 


its spirit. No important reform can be effected 
without the harmonious concurrence ef the two 
| great departments of the Government, the legisla- 
| tive and the executive. I will endeavor to show 
| how the provisions of this amendment may be 
| made to effect the results claimed for it. 
The amendment was read by the Clerk, as fol- 


|  * Be it further enacted, That hereafter the naval forces of 
| the United States in commission shall be divided into two 


|| squadrons, to be known as the squadron of the Atlantic and 


| the squadron of the Pacific. The former to have its héead- 
| quarters in the waters of the United States on the Atlantic, 

and to cruise in the North and South Atlantic, in the Medi- 
| terranean,and the Gulf of Mexico; the latter to have its head- 


South Pacific, in the China Seas and the Indian Ocean: 
Provided, That so long as existing treaties require it,a foree 
of eighty guns shall be kept on the coast of Africa. 

Be it further enacted, That after the expiration of the 
present fiscal year, the number of petty officers, seamen, 
ordinary seamen, landsmen and boys, employed at any one 
time in the navy, shall not exceed five thousand.” 

The number of men, at present authorized to be 
employed in the navy, is seven thousand five hun- 
dred. The amendment just read proposes to re- 
duce this number one third. According to the last 
| report of the Secretary of the Navy and the Naval 


|| Register, we have no less than six squadrons, and 


thirty-eight (38) vessels in commission. To cut 
off one third of the mén employed will necessarily 
involve a corresponding diminution of the number 
ef ships in commission, and of the expense of 


quarters at San Francisco, and to cruise in the North and | 


i studied this ree a 
‘any given naval force is equal to abou 


| 


| 





| 


$9,427,952 || 
| Uring those who are unfit for duty. 


| the number of mids 


| than a hundred years. 


I believe, Mr. Chairman, that one third of this || 


| habit of command. 


aw 
of pay to the officers or men. I am well satisfied maintaining them. According to de, = 


. . > to i 
distinguished officer of *he care, one ae wa 
the expense of’ Maintaining 
‘sand dollars perman. To maintai w 008 thoy. 
| seven thousand five hundred eae rahe “Y with 
| seven and a half millions; and to reduce sp aa 
ber to five thousand, would effect a Saving cn. 
and a half millions. This general statemen - 
doubtedly approaches the truth, but it involve, “a 
| cost of the whole establishment. Ik is nec song 
| therefore, to look a little more minutely into 1), 
| effect of such a reduction, upon the several j me 
| already mentioned. saad 
| First, as to the $2,758,262 for the pay o 
j} and men. It is evident that in anderen oe 
item one third, you must do something more th . 
| reduce the namber of men in that proportion, 
3 : ion, 
| About one half of this sum is forthe pay of officer 
| But the Committee on Naval Affairs have alias. ; 
reported a bill for a retired list, prospectively re. 
dueing the number of officers, as well as for re. 
It w i 
| mated by the late Secretary of the Navy te 
| very considerable saving would result from this 
| measure. There is, however, another important 
| provision, not contemplated by the late Secrejay 
| and not incorporated into that bill, which [ desire 
| to see put into it by the House. It is to reduce 
ipmen from four hundred and 
| sixty-four, now authorized to be appointed, down 
_ to one half that number, leaving only one for each 


|| congressional district in the Union. These should 


_be thoroughly educated and trained at the Naval 


|| School and on board our ships. 1 would place that 


school upon the most ample and liberal fvoting 
_ making it equal in all respects and similar in jis 
Operation to the West Point Academy. Only 0 
many of these midshipmen as may be necessary 
to supply the annua! demands for officers of the 


|| higher grades, should be finally admitied into the 


navy, and then should be taken from the mow 
| meritorious. Let the rest of them, after having 
acquired a thorough education, go inti the mer. 
chant service. 
| The necessity for this fundamental change must 
| be apparent to every one. The lower grades of 


| the service are now so crowded that promotions 
|, are almost hopeless. 


It is said thata youth enter- 
ing the service at the present time as a midship- 
man, cannot expect, according to the ordinary 


| chances of human life and the present organization 


of the navy, to reach the grade of captain in less 
Officers thus spend the 
| prime of their lives and the vigor of their manhood 
in subordinate stations, without acquiring those 
essential qualities which can only flow from the 
I will not stop to point out 
| the pernicious results of such asystem. They are 


only too apparent to the most careless observer of 


the navy—to be seen in the stagnant condition of 
| the lower grades of officers, their@discontent and 
| impatient desire for honorable employment, and 
for promotion as the reward of faithful and gallai® 
service. But I cannot pursue this subject, my 
purpose having reference chiefly to the expendi- 
tures. I will only remark, in passing along, that 
| the young men educated at the Naval Academy 

would become much better officers by active em- 
| ployment in the merchant service than they could 
ever hope to be by continuing as midshipmen ac- 
cording to the present organization of the navy. 
In time of peace, their education, giving intelli- 








|| gent direction to enterprise, would secure the gilts 


| 





of fortune. In time of war, they would be seady 
to enter the service of their country, and to add to 
the well-earned acquisitions of honorable labor, the 


| more glorious rewards of valor and patriotism. 


This change, in addition to that of the retired 
list, may be expected, without entering into any 
accurate calculation, to reduce the item of pay at 
least one third. It is not necessary to dwell par- 
ticularly upon the other items. In those for pro- 
visions, marine corps, repairs, and contingencies, 
the rate of reduction is nt. As to the item 
of $196,000 for ordnance, by reference to the esti- 
mates you will find that this is chiefly for the 
making of a large number of guns of different 
calibres. A appropriation for this purpose 
has been usual in former years, and a ap num- 
ber of guns bos. olmaes ee: f oer 
propriation continued twenty years, 
what shall we do with the vast armament which 
will be created? It is evident that this item may, 
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: : ’ ; es prisoners on board, in a state of pernicious inac- erty to on shore, it might be generally, if not 
Closely wa the most important effect of this provision || tivity, with an occasional liberty to get drunk on | aboupal hs our own land. “Officers and ace 
taining gill be upon the number of vessels in commission, || shore. The winters in the Mediterranean are said _ be kept in active employment, and we should have 
P thoy. sod upon their employment ander ordinary cir- || to be stormy and severe; but let it be remembered || better soldiers and better seamen among both. By \e 
Y with mstances. The six squadrons of which I have || thatthe squadron was within three weeks’ sail of | judicious arrangements, every officer fit for ser- i 
quire gpoken—the Home Squadron, the Pacific, the Med- || the tropics, a region of perpetual summer, where || vice would be able to procure a fair share of em- he: 
fan. ierranean the Brazil, the African, and the East the ocean i generally covered with ourcommerce. | ployment upon honorable ducy, and to acquire all i 
two jadin squadrons—are together composed of thirty- I wish it to be distinctly understood that I do not || the experience necessary to make him a perfect 
nt un. - ht vessels of all classes; and it is to keep these || intend to cast the slightest reproach upon the offi- || master of his profession. 4 
v8 the quadrons up as at present organized and em- || cers to whom I have alluded. They are but fol- || As to the African squadron, I think it ought to £ 
ae, ed that the vast expenditure of from seven to lowing in the footsteps of their predecessors, and } be withdrawn as soon as we can oe notice to cl 
O the gine millions 18 annually made. Now, | propose rage custom which has been long sanctioned | Great Britain and absolve ourselves from treaty i€ 
items hat the two great squadrons of the Atlantic and || by the Government. They are sent out to do || Stipulations. The conviction is very general, that ft a 
fie of the Pacific shall comprise only some.twenty or || what I have described, because they have nothing | the large force maintained for this purpose has a 
. ” twenty-four efficient vessels in commission; and ! else todo. It would, therefore, be unjust to at- | effected little towards the suppression of the slave "3 
maimain that these, kept in active service and tribute to them any impropriety of action or dere- || trade. But, however this may bé, [ believe the i 
A an roperly managed, can do more than is now accom- liction of duty. hatever of wrong there may mode I have suggested for employing the naval oe 
a plished by the whole thirty-eight of our six squad- || be in this system, arises from the fact of having || forces would be more effectual in this respect than 
as yns. Suppose the Atlantic squadron should squadrons upon foreign stations, required to re- || the African squadron, If the vessels of the At- 
ned comprise only twelve ships; one of these might || main for years away from home, and having noem- || lantic squadron should within short periods, and 
7 re gart every sixty days, or oftener if necessary, and || ployment adequate to the force of men or guns, thus || at times which could not be foreseen, run up or 
at run up the coast of the United States, across the || sent out to make a display of the national power. || down the coast of Africa, they would be much 
a Atlantic, down the coast of Europe, along the What I have said of the Mediterranean squad- || more likely to fall in with and arrest the slavers, 
= northern and southern shores of the Mediterra- || ron will apply to all or most of the others,’ with than if they were stationed on the coast and all 
fines nean, down the coast of Africa, up the eastern || the single difference that this is the most pleasant || their movements watched and known to the par- 
z t coast of South America, through the West Indies, || and desirable station known to our navy. When 1 ties pursued. 
ae and home. The vessels comprising the Pacific || one 6f our vessels sets sail fora three years’ cruise, || The acquisition of California, with the magnifi- 
hice squadron might do the same on the western coast || as it is called, she drops her anchor at Rio, at Cal- || cent bay of San Francisco, renders it highly im- 
sad of South America, in the East Indies, and in || lao, or at Canton, and there she frequently re- || portant to organize our naval forces in the Pacific 
wn China, passing throuzh the waters frequented by mains for six or twelve months in a state of per- | upon a footing alt@gether different from that which 
ach our whalers, and along the coast of Oregon. || fect inactivity. If she F to the East Indies, about || has heretofore prevailed. Millions of money have 
nuld These voyages could easily be made in one year, |! one half the time is employed in going and coming, | been thrown away in sending our vessels to the 
ral and no cruise need ever be longer than that period. || and this constitutes the principal part of her cruis- || Pacific, and bringing them back for repairs. 1 do 
hat Ougnational flag might thus be carried regularly || ing. During the rest of the three years, she is || not deem it important to present any calculation of 
- every forty or sixty days into every important || generally lying at anchor in port. Instances have || the saving which will be effected by establishing an 
S port in the world, and our commerce would every- || occurred of vessels losing their anchors by the || independent station at San Francisco, Nothing of 
i. where enjoy the Watchful care and protection of || actual rotting or rusting of the cables; and it is an || this kind is necessary. A glance only is sufficient to 
ry the navy. The officers in command would com- || old sarcasm, which I suppose is only true in a || satisfy any one of the vast importance of this 
he 4 municate with our consuls and diplomatic agents in || metaphorical sense, that our ships “ ground upon || change. It should be our policy to encourage officers 
he all countries; and we should not then see, what || the beef bones thrown overboard by their crews.” } of the navy to settle in California, instead of dis- 
sat now frequently occurs, our vessels, after having || | have heard from the lips of officers descriptions || couraging it, according to what is underateed to 


ig 


, time of peace. Take any one of our squadrons 


1850. 


suc one third without any detriment to the 





been at anchor in some distant port for six or 
twelve months, ordered home, and passing some 
of the nfost important ports of the world without 
dropping an anchor or showing their flags. A 
system of activity would be kept up highly bene- 
ficial to the officers and men, as well as to the 
Government. ‘This general arrangement could be 


at any time modified, as occasion might require; || 


and upon an emergency, a large force could be 
speedily concentrated in any quarter of the world. 

The plan | have thus briefly sketched, is ex- 
ceedingly simple; but it involves both economy 
and efficiency in a high degree. I cannotsee how 
itis practicable to employ our navy, in times of 
peace, more advantageously than in the manner 
proposed. I have no hesitation in saying, that the 
navy, thus reduced and thus organized, would per- 
form more service and do more good, than it does 
now with amuch greater force. 
the truth of what I say, it is only necessary to ex- 
amine into thé usual employment of the navy in 


and inquire what it has been doing for a year 
he Mediterranean will afford an admira- 


In order to feel | 
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ne 


with Italian luxury, while the men were virtual || to our own hospitals. When indulged with lib- 


of these long periods of inactivity in port, and I 
will read a short passage describing their effect, 
written by one who occupied the position of a 
common sailor. It is from the well-known work 
entitled White Jacket, which, however highly col- 
ored it may be in some instances, cannot be con- 
sidered extravagant in this: 


* At sea there is more to employ the sailors, and less 
temptation to violations of the law. Whereas, in port, un- 


though perhaps that shore they may never touch. ©* 


your Own resources to while away the time. 
frequently pass without your being individually called upon 


make a point of keeping the men always busy about some- 


there is nothing definite to be done, wholly surpasses the 


Jacket, p. 191. 


It is easy to see what consequences 





| less some particular service engages them, they lead the || 
lasiest of lives, beset by all the allurements of the shore, || 


to lift a finger; for though, in the merchant service, they i| to the ann 9 of our flag, I thin 
H 


thing or other, yet, to employ five hundred sailors, when i anticipated ¢ 


ingenuity of any first lieutenant in the navy.”—White | will be still more effectual. 


| have been'the policy of the late Secretary of the 
| Navy. Let the Government extend its two arms 
over the Atlantic and the Pacific, independent and 
separate in their movemenis, but directed by one 
central power at the seat of Government. 

Our present system of maintaining separate 
squadrons in different parts of the world, grew up 


|| under a state of things wholly different from the 


present, and ene Poe the example of the Brit- 
ish Government. The Mediterranean was infested 
with corsairs, and the coasts of Spanish America 


* Unless you happen to belong to one of the numerous || with buccaneers. Our commerce is not now sub- 
boats, which, in a man-of-war in harbor, are continually || 
plying to and from the land, you are mostly thrown upon || 
Whole days || 


jected to such annoyances in any part of the 
world. If it may be supposed that the presence 
of a powerful squadron in any quarter contributes 
it may be justly 
at the regular appearance of our 
| armed ships in every principal part of the world, 
In a given time we 
| would exhibit a greater number of guns, in a more 





This isa very moderate statement, and is undoubt- || activegand efficient condition, and with the assu- 
| edly true. 
| must flow from the continuance of such a state of 


rance that they could easily be concentrated, in 
order to punish an insolent aggressor. 


things for six or twelve months in succession. | In reference to the example of Great Britain, it 
In many parts of the world—in the sickly cli- || must be remembered that when she maintains a 
mates of the East Indies or on the Coast of Africa, || fleet at Bombay or Calcutta, she is at home. In 
our ships become nothing more nor less than float- || the East or the West Indies, at the Cape of Good 
ing hospitals, or else they send their disabled crews | Hope, or at Sierra Leone, she is equally within 
on shore to such establishments, maintained at | her own dominions. The motives which operaie 
great expense by our Government. If, on the '| upon her have little or no application to us. Our 
contrary, our ships should be required merely to || relations with the various parts of the world being 
sail through those inhospitable climes, touching at || altogether dissimilar, our purposes are not the 
all important points, the cruises being compara- || same, and therefore demand a different syatem. 
tively short, would partake more of the character || 1 know not, sir, how much favor my s stiona 
| of trips of pleasure, and would rather contribute to || may meet from any quarter. But lam profoundly 
the health of the crews than otherwise. Those | impressed with the conviction that some radicai 
places would no longer be considered only grave- || change is necessary in order to reconcile the people 
yards for the bones of our sailors. All the evils || of this country to the vast expenses of our naval 
of idleness and inactivity would be avoided, anda __ establishment. Every patriotic officer in the ser- 


ast. 
ble object of comparison between the present sys- || 
tem and the one proposed. We have had in that 
sea no less than bur frigates, with some sloops of 
war, all employing some twenty-five hundred men. 
What haye they been doing? Most of the time 
lying at anchor at Spezzia, at Bahia, or at Mahon. 

ur commerce in the Mediterranean is quite small, 
although it is increasing. We have some trade 
with Marseilles, Trieste, and Smyrna. But it is 
donbtful whether the two and a half millions re- 

uired to support this squadron is not more than 
the whole profit dovivett Wrens our commerce in the 
Mediterranean, I have seen it stated that our ex- 
ports to that sea amount to about six and a half 
millions, and the imports to about five. It must 








avery profitable trade, if the whole profit to all || healthful vigor would be infused into the service. | vice, if he shall not approve the change which I 
engaged in it would pay the expense of our You would thus save the expense of foreign | propose, will at least feel an ardent desire to satisfy 
squadron. But what has that squadron been || hospitals. You might abolish the naval depdis at | the American people, that he is at all times doing 


doing? During the whole of last winter Commo- 


Port Praya, Cape de Verd Islands; at Honolulu, || something worthy of his own position, and of the 


dore Morgan’s ee lying at Bahia: he him- || Sandwich Islands; and at Macao, China, an Government which employs him, If any better 
self was living at Naples, and | ume he did || the expense of salaries of store-keepers, clerks,and | proposition can be presented, | will embrace it with 

hot see his ship for several months. As for the || other agents. It might be necessary to retain a || the most hearty concurrence. And Ido not doubt 

‘ps themselves, they were quietly moored in | dept at Spezzia and at Rio Janeiro. San Fran- ||-that the officers of the navy, as a body, will gladly 

their respective harbors; and it is eee cisco is no longer a foreign station. The money || coéperate in any measure which will render the 

. American flags saw for months were || spent in maintaining the navy would thus, for the || service more economical and more efficient. In 
those of the ips which carried most part, be disbursed at home. The cruises never || doing so ow will be only providing for their own 
tons. In the mean time, the officers were by ae more than twelve months, the sailors || security and most effectually maintaining the 

_ tarns living in the cities and enjoying themselves || would generally return in good health, or, if sick, || honor and usefulness of their profession. 
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If my proposition should be thought to inter- || you were to make the proposition to the enter- a, 


my 
fere with the prospect of 
to meritorious officers by 


ent maintained, I say with all sincerity, that I am 
far from desiring to interfere with these honorable 
If you choose to connect with this | 


aspirations. 


ion now held out | 
six squadrons at pres- | the Couilinses, the Aspinwalls—they would under- 


prising merchants of our country—to the Laws, 


| take to perform double the service performed 


plan for the reduction of expense and increase of | 
efficiency in the navy, the establishment of the | 


grade of admiralsto command the two great divis- 


| by our navy in time of peace, (and perhaps, too, 


in time of war,) for the same amount of money. 
The scheme would not be visionary to them, and 
1 am sure it will not be to many of the wisest and 
most efficient officers of the navy. It will be the 


ions of our forces on the Atlantic and the Pacific, | beginning of a great change, to be followed by 
| Other measures, which will eventually make the 


it would ngt-interfere with the primary object, 
which is to modernize the system—perhaps it 
would rather promote it. Certainly it would de- | 
tract nothing, of any moment, from the economy 


or efficiency of, the measure. 


{ have said that a navy will become worthless, 
particular, it is inferior to | 
the commercial marine which it is designed chiefly 
to protect, At the present time, when we have 


when, in any important 


numerous lines of steam-packets crossing the At- 


lantic ocean in little more than one week—when | 
lar and certain that it has | 


the passage is 80 


been aptly called a ferry, I maintain that the old | 


aystem of three years cruising is behind the age. 


It is utterly antiquated, and it ought to become ob- | 


solete. 


hen this system was commenced, our | 


frigates and ships of the line were equal to the best | 
vesselx employed in commerce. In war, therefore. | 


they were efficient for the purpose of their creation. || 
Bat now, what would any ship of the line or any || 


| 
i} 


frigate in the service, do with stich a vessel as the 
Georgia, of the Chagres line of steamers? For 


seven successive days, this ship has made some- | 


thing like fifteen knots an hour. 


She could walk | 


away, with perfect ease and safety, from any ship | 


we have now in the service, or from the combined 
force of all our squadrons. 


If the navy, therefore, | 


is to remain in its present condition, it is not diffi- | 


cult to see that in any future war it will be almost || 


navy, in all respects what it ought to be. 
i know that steam will be expensive when a 
plied to the navy; and 1 am aware thal many offi- 


|| cers believe it wiil be used only as an auxiliary 
power, to tow vessels into line and to carry and 


j 
; 


| the only power employed to propel vessels. 


bring dispatches. But 1am well satisfied that in 
future wars it will be a primary power—perhaps 
The 


| advantages are so manifest and manitoild, that | 





useless; for the commerce of a hostile nation || 
would betake itself at once to those ships which || 


could easily avoid your own. 


& moment suppose that any nation will delib- | 


erately set to work and build a number of frigates 


and ships of the line to go upon the ocean and | 


exchange broadsides with your own, while their 
commerce is rapidly passing at a distance secure 
from the attacks of this efféte and sluggish arma- 
ment. 
slough off these old and diseased parts as fast as 
possible, and to substitute for them, new, sound, 
and vigorous limbs, such as the most advanced 
commerce of the age is accustomed to employ. 


I was told by an intelligent officer of the navy | 
that in 1844, the frigate Raritan was ordered from | 


Philedelphia to New York. By reason of adverse 
winds, she was no less than fifteen days in ma- 
king this little movement, which a steamer would 
have made in something like twenty-four hours. 
It is no uncommon thing for our ships to lie four, 
five, or ten days in port, waiting for wind to carry 
them out. This will do very well when an enemy 
is subject to the same detention. 
movements partake of the promptness and celerity 
of steam, such inactivity would be fatal to us. In 
7841, Admiral Stopfo 
D’*Acre, landed a large body of troops, in steam- 


ers, in fifteen days from England. They were in | 
vigorous health, and took possession of the whole | 


coust of Syria, before their presence was known 
at Constantinople. The same movement in sail- 
ing vessels would have required three months. 
But what shall we do with the surplus ships, if 
this system should be adopted? If they can be 
considered efficient and valuable, place them in or- 
dinary and preserve them—if not, break them up 
er dispose of them, and substitute steam vessels 
as fast as possible. One efficient steamship, 
moored in sight of the Capitol, and ready to go to 
sea at amoment’s warning, would be more effi- 
cient, in time of peace, in protecting our com- 
merce o¢ performing any other service, than our 
whole home squadron, so far as it is composed of 
sailing ships. Such a steamer could reach the 
est Indies as soon as information could be con- 
veyed to any one of our vessels there. It could 
visit the Mediterranean quite as seon as one of our 
frigatescould receive a dispatch from Washing- 
ton, and be rendy to sail to any neighboring , 
{ think | have shown how @ reduction of two 
millions of dollars can be effected, and that with- 
out in the least diminishing the efficiency 
of our navy. Will it be said that this scheme is 
visionary? I will venture the assertion, that if 


? 


But when his | 


, in his attack on St. Jean | 


| 
| 





It will be the policy of all wise nations to | L 
| ress of the age, and that the American people will 


} 


1 


We cannot for || with signal advantage to both? 





would as soon expect wagons and horses to super- 
sede railroads, as to suppose that sailing vessels 
will compete with steamers in time of war. 

But, sir, 1 thik something more is necessary 
in order to come up fully to the spirit and progress 
of the present age. ‘lo maintain a very large navy 
of steamers to cruise about in ume of peace, will 
be an expensive outlay which will accomplish lite 
good. ‘lo build the ships or prepare the mate- 
rial, and let them rot at your navy-yards before 
the necessity to use them arises, wiil evince quite 
as little wisdom. Is there not some plan by which 
this seven and a half, or nine and a half millions 
of dollars can be made to contribute to some wise 
and beneficent purpose, at the same time that itin- 
sures the defence of our country and the protection 
of our commerce? Can it not be made toatford as- 
sistance to our commerce at the same time that it 
is prepared to protect it? in short, may there not 
be a closer union between our commercial and na- 
val marine than there has heretofore been, and that 
I think, sir, we 
have already answered this question in the several 
lines of mail steamers heretofore established by 
this Government, with the important provision for 


| their incorporation mto the navy, in case of an 


emergency. 1am prepared to defend this policy. 
I think it is wise, efficient, and economical. I be- 
lieve it is in accordance with the spirit and prog- 


demand its adoption and extension whenever they 
shall fully understand it. It is not my purpose to 


|| maintain that this system will supersede the sep- 


arate Navy. [am by no means hostile to this arm 
of the public defence. On the contrary, | conceive 
myself to be a betier friend of the navy than any 
one who opposes its improvement or its more inu- 
mate connection with the commerce of the country. 
What I contend for is, the preparation, by the pro- 
posed lines, of a reserved naval force, which will 
be ready at ~~ notice, in conjunction with and 
in addition to the navy proper, to devote itself with 
vigor and effect to the defence of the country. 
The adoption and reasonable extension of this 
system, will enable us to keep the peace establish- 
ment of the navy within proper limits, without 
exposing our commerce to the imminent hazard uf 
destruction upon the sudden occurence of war. 
We will be thus cheaply providing and maintain- 


| ing the most ample means of defence for every 
emergency. At the same time, we will be protect- 


| 


! enable it to cope with the combined power of Brit- 


\| ish capital and the British crown. 


ing, defending, and enlarging our commerce, arm- 
ing it with the resources of this Government to 


Without such 


|| a movement on our part, English enterprise, under 


il 
| 


| 
} 
; 
; 
} 


| 


| 


the patronage of a far-seeing and liberal Govern- 
ment, will monopolize all the channeis of profitable 
commerce and maintain her ancient supremacy 
upon the ocean. In this particular, it is indispens- 
able for us to follow the example of our great 
rival. Her lines of steamers not only penetrate to 
all portions of her vast dominions, but they con- 
nect her with almost all portions of the world. 
We must, therefore, endeavor both to counteract 
this es policy, so far as it operates 

the disadvantage of our commerce, and to place 
ourselves upon something like an eqaality, in order 
to secure that commerce against these formidable 
forces, in case of another quarrel. In doing this, we 
will be knitting together in closer and more frater- 
nal union, our naval and commercial marine. We 
will be giving an indication of the of that 
happy period, when “ the lion shall lie down with 


the lamb,” and “ when the sw 
imo 8 flough-share.” Verily, int wieatel 
il be built with a view to efficient d 
armed with the instruments of war ees 
manded by officers of the navy, yet ploughing 
ocean only in the peaceful pursuits of csmat, 
it may be goubted whether the Prophec merce, 
already half fulfilled, and the sword’alcsg: 2° 
transformed into the harmless and peaceful Y half 
mae of agriculture. instru. 
| know what are the objections i 
| have studied them all, ma after deliteete 
sideration | believe they are of no force, ~ 
my intention now, and time would not permis 
were, to attempt to meet the objections to the = 
eral system; but 1 am confident that | can on 
ee and | will undertake the task if enn 
sion should require and an o ; . 
Saad ae 
I desire further to say now, that I shall take 
first occasion to call up the bill to establish » li 
of steamers to the coast of Africa. This will om 
stitute one of the most important and efficien; a 
of the system to which | have alluded, if a 
gress should adopt the measure as presented = 
shali have, as soon as they can be construcied, 
three of the most magnificent ships afloat on ih, 
globe. Nothing in the British navy or upon a 
of the British mail lines will be equal to them 
unless the English Government should imitate og: 
example, and construct vessels of similar magni. 
tude and power. 
Some gentlemen have indicated opposition tp 
this measure. I presume no better opportuni: 
to discuss it can be expected at the present 7 
than during the pendency of the naval apprdthie 
tions. Entertaining the strongest confidence jg 
the wisdom and propriety of the measure, | am 
anxious to learn what objections can be urged 
against it. Inthe report which [ had the honor 
to present to the House, and which has been 
printed and generally read, | have stated the prin. 
cipal grounds on which | am prepared to support 
it. /Phe limited time allowed me now will not ad. 
mit'of any further remarks, and I therefore reserve 
what | have to say as a reply to the Opposing 
argument. 

Mr. 8. es concluded— 

Mr. GREEN obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee during the hour, in a speech (of 
which. a report will appear in the Appendix.) At 
the outset, Mr. G. made a few preliminary obser- 
vations in favor of the reforms advocated by the 
gentleman who had just taken his seat, either upon 
some such plan as had been suggested by that 
gentleman, or on some other. He (Mr. G.) then 
proceeded to address the committee on the subject 
to which he had mainly risen to speak—the sys- 
tem of mail steamers. Referring to his own course 
on that question, aod claiming for himself, by the 
record of his votes, freedom from all responsibility 
for the establishment of the system, he proceed- 
ed to address the committee in opposition to its 
extension, and in favor of its discontinuance He 
argued that it had entirely failed to realize the’ 
beneficial results which had been claimed for ii by 

| those who voted for its establishment, either as a 
postal arrangement, as an adjunct to the navy, or 
as ne “ a : 

e hour having elapsed— 

Mr. WHITE olnined the floor. He said that, 
at this late period of the session, and with the 
mass of unfinished business which awaited the ac- 
tion of the House, he, for one, would not acqui- 
esce in the consum:; tion of further time in this 
discussion. He moved, therefore, that the com- 
mittee rise, with a view to offering in the House a 
resolution closing the debate. 

Mr. FEATH N hoped, he said, that the 
gentleman fronr New York [Mr. Ware} would 
not insist on his motion, He (Mr. F.) did not 
think that a subject of so much importance should 
be forced h without discussion. 

Mr. WHITE was immovable. 

The question on the motion was then taken, and 
— in the mi pa 9 

committee rose reported rogress-—— 

Mr. Tuompson, of Mississippi, sk pro tem. 

Mr. BAYLY. Lintend to move a resolution 1 
stop the debate on this bill, but before | do so, | 
desire to say a word. This isa very heavy bill, 
and there has been a most important reform prop- 


Mee ee, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Naval ‘Aflaiz, [Mr. Stawrom, of Tenpes- 
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and, besides that, it is anticipated that there 
see) rtant amendments to be offered which can- 
we erally diseussed under the five minutes rule.. 
ale state of things, I do not think that the de- 

ie should be stopped sooner than to-morrow at 
we o’elock: and I offer the usual resolution to that 


dit PEATHERSTON. I move to amend the 
iytion by striking out ** one o’clock’’ and in- 
ing three.” The amendment which the 
rane of the Committee on Naval Affairs pro- 
to offer to this bill is a very important one. 
resents a new question————— 2 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed with an inquiry, 
(addressed to the Chair,) whether there was not a 
notion pending to stop ebate? vu 

The SPEAKER, (pro tem.) The resolationis 

‘able. 
i SGHEN CK. I make the point of order 
hat a motion to stop debate is not debatable. 

The SPEAKER (pro tem, reconsidering his de- 
cision) decided that the resolution was not de- 
Me McLANE, of Maryland, appealed from the 
decision, (not, he said, for its bearing upon the 
present bill, but upon future cases.) 

Mr. FEATHERSTON claimed the floor. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, claimed the floor 
on the appeal. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON, (to the Chair.) Is the 
appeal debatable ? : 

The SPEAKER, (pro tem.) It is. 

Mr. McLANE suggested that if the resolution 
was not debatable, the appeal was not. 

The SPEAKER (pro tem, overruling his first 
decision) decided that the appeal was not debata- 


ble. 4 

Mr. McLANE withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose, he said, to a teoin 

uestion. In order'to get through the debate, he 
moved that the House take a recess from four to 
seven o’clock this evening. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON submitted that this was 
nota question of privilege. And he claimed the 
floor, which, he said, he had not yielded. 

The SPEAKER, (pro tem.) The Chair has de- 
cided that the resolution upon which the gentle- 
man was addressing the House is not debatable. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON. [| move the amend- 
ment, and [ call the previous question. 

Mr. WHITE hoped, he said, that the amend- 
ment would be voted down, and that a still earlier 
period than had been designated for the termina- 
tion of the debate would be agreed upon. 

The question was taken on the demand for the 
previous question, and, by ayes 82, noes not 
counted, was seconded. 

And the main question (first on the amendment 
and then on the resolution) was ordered to be now 
taken. 

The amendment was rejected. 

And the resolution was adopted. 

So the House decided that the debate should 
terminate to-morrow, (Friday,) at one o’ clock. 

Mr. ASHMUN then moved that the Houve take 

a recess from half-past three to seven o’clock. 
_ Mr. JONES submitted that this was nota priv- 
ileged question. He'would not, however, object 
to the motion if it was pressed, with the ce 
standing that no business was to be transacted, but 
simply that the discussion on the naval appropria- 
tion bill should be continued. He was opposed 
to night sessions. 

Mr. ASHMUN remarked (but was manifest! 
not heard by Mr. Jones) that his (Mr. A.’s) only 
object was to allow the discussion on the navy 
bill to proceed. 

The motion was not entertained. 


Mr. GILBERT asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given. 

Mr. FEATH ERSTON moved that the rules be 
suspended, and that the Hiouse resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
_Mr. BAYLY asked the gentleman from Missis- 
ae Mr. Fearuerston] to waive the motion, to 

whim (Mr. B: 











) to make a report. 
COBB now resumed the chair, 
The SPEAKER the question, Is 
dhere any objection t> the gentleman from Calif 
vail. PEA . As the time for de- 


in Committee of the Whole on the state of 


| privileged question ? 
The SPEAKER stated that committees of con- 
ference had usually been allowed to report at any 
time, by general consent, but the Chair knew of || 





\ 


| struction had been placed upon the rule. 
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the Union upon the navy-bill is very limited,1 |! No 


cannotconsent to it. i move that the House re- | 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union. ! 

Mr. BAYLY. . I hope not. 

The motion of Mr. Featuersronewas put and 

DEFICIENCY FOR MILEAGE, &c. 

Mr. BAYLY desired to say to the House, that 
the committee of conference on the part of this 
House had met the committee of conference on the 
part of the Senate upon the disagreeing votes of | 
the two Houses upon the bill providing for the | 
supply of the deficiency in the appropriations 
heretofore made for the pay and mileage of mem- 


bers of Congress for the present session, and he || 


asked the unanimous consent to make a report 
from that committee. If the unanimous consent 
were not given, he would not be able to make the | 
report until the committees were called. 

he SPEAKER, 


report ? 


Mr. BISSELL objected. lj 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. Cannot the 





no rule which authorized them so to report, if ob- 
jection was made. 

Mr. RICHARDSON made the point, that under | 
the rule—it being within the last ten legislative 
days of the session—a motion to suspend the rules 
could be entertained, and he moved to suspend the 


rules to enable the gentleman from Virginia to | 


make the report. 

The rule is as follows: 

“Except during the last ten days of the session, the 
Speaker shall not entertain a motion to suspend the rules of 
* House at any time, except on Monday of every week,” 

Cc. 

‘The SPEAKER stated that he had not exam- 

ined the practice of the House to see what con- 

He 

should be governed by that practice, but his own 

opinion was that the last ten days did not com- 
ence until Saturday next. The motion to sus- 
nd the rules was not therefore in order. 

The SPEAKER again propounded the question, 
“Is there any objection to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia making the report from the committee of 
conference ?”’ 

Mr. BISSELL again abjected. 

Mr. WHITE moved that when the House ad- 
journs it adjourn to seven o’clock this evening. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain 
that motion, except by general consent. It is the 
same as that of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Asumon] to take a recess. 

Mr. SCHENCK appealed from the decision of 
the Chair that the report of the committee of con- 
ference was not a privileged question. 


He wished to say a few words on the appeal. He | 


believed it had been the uniform practice of the 
House to receive reports from committees of confer- 
ence as a privileged question; and although there 
was no rule of the House, he contended that the 
practice had been such as to constitute a common 
law on this question. 

Mr. BISSELL (Mr. Scugnce yielding) said, 
as his objection was likely to consume the time of 
the House, he would withdraw it, having made it 


Y | that the committees generally might the sooner be 


called for reports. 
The SPEAKER was understood to intimate to 
Mr. Scuenck that the appeal would fall, the 
objection a AE are : 
r. SCHENCK was understood to say that he 
would like to insist upon his appeal, as it was 
likely to be an important question, and they would 
continually be receiving reports from committees 
of conference for the remainder of the session. 
The SPEAKER aguin asked if objection was 
made to the reception of the report of Mr. Barty? 
Mr. WHITE. Will that override the appeal? 
The SPEAKER. The appeal falls as a matter 
of course. 
Mr. WHITE. Then I object. 
Mr. W. did not insist upon the ob 
The SPEAKER again 
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the question: 
of the re- 


nd 
“Is any the reception 


port from 


committee of conference ?’’ 





L Is the unanimous consent || 
given to the gentleman from Virginia to make the | 
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jection was made. 

| Mr. BAYLY. The committee of conferces on 

| the part of the House have met the committee of 

| conferees on the part of the Senate, and ere una- 

ble to come to any agreement. I move that the 

| House recede from theif disagreement to the Sen- 
ate’s amendmenta. : 

These amendmen'‘s are— 

The following proviso in the bill of the House 
was stricken out by the Senate: 

“ Provided, That the Senators and Representatives from 
Calilornia be allowed the same mileage as the Delegate from 
Oregon, and no more.”? 

And the following was inserted in lieu thereof, 
viz: 

“That the mileage of the Senators and Representatives 
from California und the Detegate from Oregow be computed 

| according to the most usual Waveling reate within the mits 


| of the United States; and the per diem of the said Senators 
and Representatives, for this session, shall commence from 
the day on which the constitution of California was first 


communicated to the twe Housts of Congress respectively.”’ 


The question being upon the motion to recede 
| from the disagreement of the House: to the said 
amendments— 


|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, hoped the 
committee of conference report at any time, as a |, 


House would not recede. He wanted the Senate, 
| on the first disagreeing vote, to understand that the 
| House had some opinion. He would state what 
| had occurred upon this matter. This House had 
‘said in the first irfftance that the mileage of the 
| members from California should be the sare as 
| that of the Delegate from Oregon. The biil went 
| to the Senate, they struck out that provision, and 


|| provided, in lieu thereof, that the mileage of the 


California members should be computed upon 
routes within the United States, (which he thought 
was now the law,) and that the mileage of the 
Delegate from Oregon should be the same as that 
_ of the California members; and that the California 
|| members should receive their per diem from the 
|| day that the message of the President enclosing 
|| the constitution of California was communicated 
| to Congress. As the conferees could not agree, he 
} 


was willing that the House should recede, and that 
those members should receive their mileage for the 
present session under the existing law. But he 
was very unwilling that they should not, for the 
future, have some law upon the subject. The 
| amendment of the House provided that the Cali- 
| fornia members should receive the same mileage 
|.as the Delegate from Oregon, i. e. $2,500. He 
| thought that was enough. The amendinent of the 
| Senate, according to his estimate, would give them 
| between $4,000 and $4,500. He was willing to 
| let the matter pass in this way for the present, but 
he thought that for the future they should have 
| some fixed rule upon this sabject. The Sonate, 
|| having fixed the mileage of the California members 
|| at between $4,000 and $4,500, while that of the 
Delegate from Oregon was limited by law to 
$2,500, were so struck with the injustice of their 
own act that they had gone on and raised that of 
the Oregon Delegate io about double the amount 
| he now received. 
He repeated, while he was willing to let the 
| California members receive their mileage for the 
| present session, according to law, he thought it 
| imperatively necessary that they should kereafter 
|| have some regulation upon the sabject. They 
|, had already fixed maximums—not only that of the 
|| Delegate from Oregon—but the House, by a vote of 
\| three fourths of the members present, had deter- 
|| mined that the highest mileage to be received by 
| any Representative from a State should be §1 ,00U. 
| No regard was had in this regulation to the mem- 
|, bers from California; and asa matter of course 
| such a limitation ought not to apply to them. He 
was informed by the Delegate from Oregon that 
| he traveled eight hundred miles further than the 
| California members, which was undoubtedly true, 
|| for he came through California. He thought the 
| Senate did justly in raising the mileage of the Dei- 
| egate up to that of these members, but he thought 
| the whole amendment wrong, and that $2,500 
| was ¢ for either of them; and he wished 
|| that regulation made to apply for the future. 
|| If they intended to back out on thie mileage 
| question, = might as well back out now; if 
h 








not, he they would stand firm ‘on a posi- 
‘tion which the House had deliberately taken. 
He had stated in committee of conference that he 
acted not only upon his own opinion, but that he 
represented the opinion of the House. 
A few words of conversation passed between 
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Mr. Prestow Kine and Mr. Tuomrson, of which 
it was impossible for the Reporter to hear even 
the purport. 

Mr. THOMPSON (resuming) renewed his ap- 
pes! to the House to stand firmly upon the posi- 
tion they had taken. He said it was supposed 
by the Senate that the House would give way at 
this point, He said the Heuse had an appropri- 
ation for their books in this bill, and they dare 
not insist upon their disagreement to the Senate’s 
amendment. But he would say to members who 
expected to get their books, that the Senate by 


“the amendment they had inserted, had cheated | 


them out of their books, for they had stricken 
out the item which the House had inserted for 
books, and inserted an item increasing the appro- 
priation for contingent expenses $50,010. 

Mr. McLANE. As 
and have got my books, I desire the gentleman to 
allow me to explain. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Let me get through this 
point before we go to another. The Senate has 
increased our comingent fund $50,000, but they 
leave us hereafter to make another appropriation 
of $50,000 for books. You get no books. So far, 
thei, as that is concerned, you may as well insist 
upon your point. 

Mr. McLANE (Mr. T. now yielding) said, he 
wished the gentleman from Mississippi to inform 
him whether this bill had pé@esed before or after 
the members from California had been sworn: 

Mr. THOMPSON, remarking that he thought 
he had been explicit on that point, repeated that 
he did not propose to affect the mileage of those 
members for the present session, but he wished it 
limited hereafter to the mileage of the Delegate 
from Oregon. 


Mr.McLANE, Does the gentleman from Mis- || 


sissippi think it competent for this House now to 
alter his mileage ? 


Mr. THOMPSON. I do notask this House to 
have a rule. 


of my mileage for the next session. 
fixed my mileage at 1,000. That is precisely 


what I want them to do with reference to the Cal- || 


ifornia members—to fix some standard. 

Mr. MecLANE. The gentleman says the House, 
by the civil and diplomatic bill, have already lim- 
ited his mileage. So they have by that biil limited 
the mileage of the California members. 

Mr. THOMPSON concluded by renewing his 
appeal to the House to fix some standard of mile-’ 
aze for the future, and to stand upon that position. 


in reference to what had been said by the gentle- 
man from Mississippi. The gentleman had called 
upon the House, unless they meant to practice 
the system of backing out, to make a stand now 
at the beginning. Now, he (Mr, B.) was deter- 
mined, so far as he was concerned, to break up 
this system, which had prevailed for several years, 


of the Senate forcing amendments upon this House || 


against the will of a large majority, and when a 
proper occasion arose, he should call upon this 
i ouse (6 arrest it, 

that opposition in a case where the House was 
wrong; he did not think this was the time to make 
that stand. 

Now, what was the character of this amendment 
of the Senate? First, in regard to the California 
members: At the time this bill passed the House, 
these members had not been admitted, and they then 
legislated preaneasi sey in reference to them; but 
since that ume they had been admitted, and the very 
moment they were sworn in at the Clerk’s table, 
under the existing law they had a right to their 
mileage, and they could have drawn it at once, 
had it not been for the fact that the appropri- 
ation for mileage had been exhausted. Now, he 
maintained that this House had no right, afier 
their admission, to back and take from them 
their mileage, more they had to take the mile- 
age for this session from the gentleman from Loui- 
siana, 

Mr, CARTTER was understood to inquire of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, if the conferees on the part of the Senate 
hed not refused the proposition of the conferees on 
the part of the House, to fix the limitation for 
the futare mileage of the California members at 
$3,Sini ¢ 


Mr. RAYLY replied, that he could answer the 


But he did not wish to begin || 


inquiry of the gentleman perfectly well. They 
had a good reason for the refusal; they said they 
did not wish in this bill—a mere deficiency bill— 
to undertake special legislation for two members 
of this House and two members of the other 
House, whem they legislated for nobody else; and 


| inasmuch as in the civil and diplomatic appropria- | 


| tion bill the House had undertaken to legislate with 





| members at all. 


| construction. 





| negative. 
Mr. BAYLY desired to submit a few remarks || 





| 


reference to the mileage of members generally, 
they thought these men ought to stand or fall 


| with the other members of Congress, 
| He said that the amendment of the Senate to || pose is entirely different. 
this bill did not affect the mileage of the California | strict and just economy, to be 

laced a construction || of the rights, 


: It merely 
on the existing law, which, he had no doubt, was 
the right construction, and would have been placed 


| by the Speaker upon the law, without any ex- 
mean “to back out,” || 


pression of opinion by Congress as to the proper 
The Senate had decided that the 
route by which their mileage was to be computed, 
must be the usually traveled route ‘within the 
United States. The law certainly never contem- 


| plated that members should be paid upon a route 
| out of the United States. 


It was only an explana- 
tion of the existing law, and it was, in his opinion, 
unnecessary. 
the California members were concerned, did not 
affect their mileage one way or the other 


proposed a change, and a proper change; for the 
discrimination of existing laws against that Dele- 
gate was invidious and unjust. His mileage was 
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| limited to $2,500, while there was no limitation | 


upon that of the Delegate from Minnesota, who did | 


| not travel half the distance, and did not undergo 


half the hardships, and who actually received more 
than the Delegate from Oregon. 
Some conversation occurred between Mr. Jones 


| and Mr. Bayuy. 


Mr. BAYLY concluded by moving the previous 


| question. 
do it, but | insist upon it that hereafter we shall || 
This House, so far as their action is || 
concerned, have already deprived me of a portion || 
They have |, 


The previous question was seconded. 


And the main question was ordered, being on | 


the motion of Mr. Bayxy to recede from the dis- 
agreement of the House to the Senate’s amend- 
ments. 


Mr. CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays: |) 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to a || 


point of order, and inquired, in case the House 
refused to disagree, if it would not then be in of- 
der to appoint a new committee of conference, 
and instruct them to insist upon a certain proposi- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER was understood to reply in the 


Mr. CROWELL inquired, in case the House 


be to kill the bill? 


The SPEAKER replied: Not necessarily; for | 


the House could insist, and ask another committee 
of conference. 


The question being on the demand of Mr, || 


Cartrer for the yeas and nays, 

The SPEAKER counted the House, and an- 
nounced—ayes 22; believed not to be a sufficient 
number. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded tellers upon the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question, ‘* Will the House recede from 
their disagreement to the Senate’s amendments?”’ 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 75, 
noes 51. ’ 

Mr. HALL moved to reconsider the vote, and to 
lay that motion on the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion by Mr. FEATHERSTON, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Diswey in the 
chair;) and resumed the consideration of the naval 
appropriation bill. 

r. VENABLE said: Concurring as I do, Mr. 
Chairman, in all that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs has said of the value of 
the navy to us as an arm of our defence, i deem it 
unnecessary to say much on that subject. I would 
be indeed insensible to the merits of those gallant 
men who have so often filled the measure of their 
country’sglory and covered themselves with honor, 
did I hesitate to adopt all that he hag said in their 
praise. It is neither to eulogize the navy nor to de- 


| refused to disagree, whether the effect would not || 
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preciate the value of the service whic! 
our defence has always rendered to Manat arm of 
| that I rise on this occasion to address the co. mys 
tee. History has given them immortality. ang 
every American heart swells with Pride ied 
filled with gratitade when the merit of ou, : 
tars is the subject of remark. They, like the 
army, have won their high position with the Ame 
ican people, and it would be an ungrateful task... 
| undertake to — them, since they are go de 
| serving of our admiration and esteem. My pur 
by consulting 
0 able to take care 
rovide for the necessities and 
render efficient the all-important and high! ialind 
| navy of the country. I[ cannot be unmindful f 
the fact, that the only way to preserve thei 
efficiency and to reward the services of those faith 
| ful and gallant men—the only mode of retaining 
| for them the high place which they now Occupy in 
| the affections of the people, is by a just regard ty 
all other branches of the service—securing them 
| from the odium of favoritism and the censure 


| of enjoying a prodigal expenditure of the public 


|, money. The highest expenditure, sir, is incon. 
This amendment, then, so far as || 


sistent with the theory or practice of the lowes, 


| . 
|| taxes. It would be convenient for the receivers of 
| 


|| the bounty of the Government if it did not imine. 
But in reference to the Delegate from Oregon, it || 


diat@fy exhaust the sources of supply and te. 
minate in bankruptcy of the Treasury. 

I would here remark, that the republican schoo| 
to which I belong has uniformly resisted large ex. 
penditures. Our creed is as near an approxima. 
tion to free trade as is possible—light taxation 
moderate salaries, and no national debt. We re. 
gard a national debt as inconvenient and ultimately 
as ruinous as an individual debt. We have 
always revolted at the thought of the dominion of 
| banks and brokers, capitalists and corporators; 

and have an utter abhorrence of a system which 
consumes the fruits of national labor in the pay. 
ment of interest and the support of an aristocracy 
of wealth, For this reason we have not enjoyed 


|| the reputation of liberality in appropriations for 


national purposes, and have often been charged 
| with a contracted spirit towards great enterprises 

The appropriations reported by the chairman of 
the Ways and Means, together with the deficiency 
bill, the post office bill, the permanent and indef- 
| niteappropriations for rivers, harbors, fortifications, 
private claims, and French spoliations, all taken 
| together, in conjunction with the ten millions voted 
| to Texas, present the appalling sum of more than 
seventy millions of dollars, voted and to be voted 
by this session of Congress. In a time of pro- 
found peace, with no cause for unusual expendi- 
ture, we exceed by near fifteen millions the ex- 








nse of Government when in the midst of the 
éxican war, with fifty thousand troops in the 
| field and the navy in full employment. The peo- 
| ple that I represent have not forgotten that the 
Democratic Administration of 1840 was broken 
| down for an expenditure of fifteen millions just ten 
| years ago and they will not look with indifference 

on a bill of seventy-five millions, which they will 
_ have to footup. For myself, 1 do not mean to 
concur in any such expenditures, and am gratified 
that the chairman [Mr. Sranron] has disclosed to 
| us that there is not only a possibility, but a pro- 
| priety, in reducing the estimate some two millions of 
dollars. He shall have my cordial support in every 
attempt at retrenchment, and my thanks for every 
effort which he may make in that way. The ¢ 
timates now reported show about the same ¢x- 
penditure of 1848-9, during the war, although our 
country is at ce, and there is a smaller number 
of sailors and marines in service than for yea’ 

st. 

These facts, Mr. Chairman, need explanation, 
and the people will have it, or woe to those whose 
votes fix this burden upon the Treasury. It is our 
duty to face the question, and to curtail our ¢X 
penditures. Notbing is more certain than thal 
the days of that government are numbered whost 
expenditures exceed its income. The servitude 
of debt, whether individual or: national, is the 
quintessence of slavery: one is a calamity wh 
afflicts but a few, but the other spreads its ruinous 
power not only over a whole community, but 
upon coming generations. -My » however, 
is to devote a moments to examination 
a scheme disclosed in the amendment which ' 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs pr™ 
poses to make to the bill making appropriations 
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the naval orate, ee ~*~ that he, 

o pro the building of a line of steam- 
mo the td of the funds and the erenit of the 
{outed States, which would establish a connection 
tween certain ports in this country and the 

«of Africa. ; 

The double purpos of this scheme was the 
mail service of the United States to that coast and 
other places, as well as affording a means for 
the transportation of the free negroes of America 
to the land of their ancestors. When this project 
was first suggested to me, some months ago, I 
was inclined to think favorably of it—at least so 
much so as to give it the most calm and minute 
consideration. I have done so, and taken counsel 
of the most experienced persons with whom I had 
n opportunity of consultation, to avail myself of 
their experience and their wisdom. The result 
of my reflections, and of all the lights which have 
been afforded me, is a decided conviction that it is 
peuber safe nor pradent for this Government to 
embark in this enterprise. Indeed, sir, | have 
been led so much and so gravely to doubt the pro- 
priety of our existing steam mail arrangements, as 
io'determine me, if it were an original question, 
to oppose any such organization. The existing 
contracts must and ought to be complied with. 
Good faith requires it, and I will vote every cent 
necessary to the fulfillment of our engagements, 
But | am unwilling to extend such engagements, 
or to favor any further interest in such enterprises. 
Jt is argued that the terms are most favorable to 
this Government, inasmuch as these mail steamers 
constitute a ready supply of steamships, all at hand 
for defence in case of a war, the Government, by 
the conditions of the contract, having a right to 
take them at valuation, and convert them into war 
steamers. To this there are two objections: first, 
the vessels are built with a view to freight and 

ssengers, and not for war service. 

Mr. STANTON, (Mr. Venanie giving way.) 
J will say to the gentleman from North Carolina 
that [ have been on board the steamer Georgia, 
and conversed with her gallant and intelligent com- 
mander, who expresses the belief that that vessel 
could be most readily converted into an efficient 
war steamer, and render most excellent service. 
The British steam marine is so powerful and effec- 
tive that a sudden war with England would leave 
our coast and towns exposed before suitable de- 
fences of the same sort could be provided, unless 
we had some such provision for the prompt trans- 
fer of such steamers as those proposed, and those 
engaged in the steam mail service already, to our 
naval service. I would ask the gentleman whether 
the men who have given him their opinions, believe 
that the Saranac, built under the order of the Na- 
val Department, is a superior war steamer to those 
engaged now in the mail service, should they be 
fitted for that purpose? 

Mr. VENABLE. Ido not doubt but that the 
gallant commander of the Georgia believes all that 
he says about the good ship. It is nothing new 
that the sailor should love the ship in which he 
sails or which he commands. 
striking features of the character of that singular 
raceof men. In all times they have been known 
to love their vessel with the ardor of attachment 


which binds other men to their families and their | 


homes. Indeed, much of their efficiency is refer- 
able to that enthusiastic, that romantic feeling, 
which causes them to feel as though the misfor- 
tune of their ship was their own personal calam- 
ity, and that she came in for her full share of any 


glory which they might acquire whilst sailing or. 


fighting on her decks. But, sir, | have consulted 
old officers of the navy, whose faces have been 
bronzed by the vicissitudes of climate, and whose 
services to their country whilst acquiring these 
indicie of hardship and exposure to danger have 
ye their names high upon the roll of fame 

have not seen the first one (although, doubtless, 
there are some who may hold the opposite opin- 
lon) who has ex the belief that those ves- 
sels now in the mail service would make efficient 
war steamers. Their construction, their decks, 
and their cabins, all forbid it. And the alterations 


to be made would be so material as to forbid all. 


idea of economy in taking them rather than build 
hew ones. ‘They are not believed capable of car- 
Tying cannon suffici heavy to make them val- 
stan on 
. to of ee employment in the vicissi- 


a stenoses! 


That is one of the | 
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| 
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| and corporators. If the Saranac, or any other war 
| 
i 


== 


|| an evil in itself, and those people are happiest and 


|| strong impulse of fear, or the stronger arm of | 


| central power,exactly equal to the advantage which 
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Again, sir, the scheme would seem to include 
no idea of the wear and tear of those vessels. It 
presu both immortality and indestructibility | 
in the ships themselves. e cannot be ignorant 
of the fact, that the steamers are constantly ex- 
posed to disaster—that they must ‘wear out, be- 
come old, and, as war steamers, valueless; and if 
taken by the Government, it must always be at | 
valuation, and that valuation, we know, will be 
favorable to the owners, and against the party | 
who purchages. The Treasury advances money 
for the right of taking possession of the steamer, | 
upon paying full value to those who are owners 


steamer, has been injudiciously built, it is no reason 
that the evil should be repeated. ‘* Malus usus | 
abolendus est’’—a known mistake ought not to be | 
a precedent for another of the same kind. If the | 
Government has need of steamers for purposes of | 
defence,,Jet us build them, and have them ours, 
and under our own control. 

| Bat, sir, there is another and a most grave ob- 
| jection to this whole project. It is making this 
Government a party to the acts and enterprises, the | 
risks and speculations of private corporators.  [t | 
| is bringing the power of the Treasury and the 
influence of any Administration which may hap- 
| pen to be in power, to mingle in the commercial | 
| concerns of the cBuntry —to become competitors | 
| with private individuals for freight, postages, and | 
| passengers—to throw the might of the capital of 
| the Treasury of this great Government into the 

| scale in favor of one set of persons and against 

| another. [t is but another ramification of those 
| causes so prolific in producing effects which are to 
| centralize all power here; to create and keep in 
| existence classes of persons who look to thé Gov- 
| ernment not only for support, but for wealth; to 
| atrengthen and increase that centripetal force which | 
is daily drawing all the powers of the States, as 
well as the energies of the people, to the vortex of | 
this great political whirlpool. Government, sir, is | 








| freest who have the least amount of it th@ is ne- | 
_cessary to give security to property and to life. | 
| Whatever increases its power or complicates the | 
| machinery is a great evil,—great, because cumula- | 

tive; great, because it ever acquires, either by | 
| fraud or force, and never surrenders, except to the | 


| revolution. It is because all enterprises which 

make this Government a partner with individuals, 
does an amount of injustice to those engsged in | 
| like adventures and who are unconnected with the 


_ that connection gives. It is an interference with 
| the business of the citizen—a usurpation of those | 
| means of acquiring wealth open, in all good gov- 
| ernments, to the energy and enterprise of indi- 














| viduals. It would be just as wise, just as proper, 
| for us to manufacture cordage, dig coal, make 
| cotton and weave cloth in partnership with cor- 
| porations, as to own ships or divide profits with 
‘them. It is no answer that interest will be pid 
| upon the Government bonds which are advanced 
to the scheme. We are, unfortunately, money- 
| borrowers, and not money-lenders. We are in 
| the market to negotiate for, not to make loans or 
advances. 





| 

| The Republican party repudiated all connection 
with the bank, because of the impropriety of is 
identification with a corporation. How can we, 
consistently with that faith, unite with a corpora- 
tion of ship-builders or ship-owners? It does not 
relieve the subject of difficulty, that we should 
prepare a steam navy with reference to the navy 
of Great Britain or any other maritime power. 
have always been of opinion that either a large 
standing army or a great and powerful navy is pot 
desirable under our form of government. I have 
been recently admonished that the Executive is suf- 
ficiently strong for the people or the people’s rep- 
resentatives, without any additional military or 
naval aid. We have weathered seventy years, 
from the childhood of our Confederacy till this 
day, when we rank amongst the great Powers of 
the world, without even the usual amount of 
troubles and disasters which befail nations in such 
a lapse of time. Whilst | would cherish the navy 
aml the gallant band which mans it, | deem it 
unwise and impolitic to make it unduly strong. It 
has been equal » that has ever been 
made upon ity and willcontinue to be so. Besides, 
sir, should a war unhappily be forced upon us, the 





steamers would have to come into port fer safety, 
and could be as readily and as cheaply purchased 
from the owners, or taken by the Government at 
valuation. 

It is no answer to this, Mr. Chairman, to say 
that those vessels would not be built witheut the 
aid of the Government. They will! be built if the 
investment is either demanded by the necessities 
of commerce or promises a good return fo® the in- 
vestment of capital. The Mississippi, with ite 
thousand steamers, has neither asked nor received 
aid from the Treasury of the United States. Those 
splendid boats, which astonish by the frequency 
with which they pase on the bosom of that 
mighty river, are all the fruits of individual enter- 
prise. Our lakcs are dotted over with them, and 
our bays and rivers bear them on al! their bosoms, 
and private capital and individual industry called 
them all into being and gives them their value. 
The ships whose masts look like a forest in your 
ports—whose canvas whitens every sea—wihich 
pour a stream of wealth into the laps of our coun- 
trymen—bearing the products of this wide domain 
to every port and every clime—they are all the 
fruits of individual energy, sustained by individ- 
ual capital, free and independent as the wind which 
wafis them over the waves, asking and receiving 
nothing of the Government but pretection from 
wrong and the enjoyment of right. Why, then, 
is it necessary for the Government to become a 
partner to that service when you come to the 
ocean? The mails are carried by contract on 
steamers on all the other channels of intercourse, 
and why not there? What claims have ocean 
steamers on the Government which are nut equally 
valid in reference to those of the rivers, the baya, 
and the lakes? Sir, this policy increases the ex- 
penditures, it complicates the interests, and ex- 
tende the patronage of the Government. kt dors 
more, much more, and much worse—it induces 
individuals, who ought to rely upon themselves, to 
quarter upon the Government; it gives classes of 
citizens advantages which are denied to others; it 
shares risks with one set of competitors when that 
boon is denied to others; it builds up a favored 
class; it gives additional power to capital over la- 
bor—makea the rich richer, and the poor poorer; 
destroys individual competition, and, finally, 
places all power in irresponsible hands, which 
ends in abuse and wrong to the masees. 

But, sir, there is a graver and more substantial 
objection to this amendment. I refer to the ob- 
ject which it has in view in the establishment of 
this line of African steamers. The specious prop- 
osition is to afford facilities for the transfer of the 
free negro population to Liberia. The measure, at 
first sight, would seem to be decidedly desirable. 
None of us are unacquainted with the peculiar ehar- 
acier of that population. None of us can hesitate 
to admit that their removal would be a blessing to 
the white race here. Unconnected by the relation 
of domestic slavery to the superior race—having 
an unfortunate liberty, which, whilst it frees them 
from salutary control, subjects them to all the ca- 
lamities of poverty and want—separated from 
those kindly sympathies which attach to inferiors 
in a state of domestic slavery—they have all the 
evils incident to those who, whilst bearing a 
portion of the burdens, have no influence in the 
administration of the Government. They consti- 
tute a political anomaly, and present a political 
problem of no easy solution. | should rejoice at 
their removal, unless in doing so | inflicted a 
greater wrong than that which I intended to re- 
move. I presume that none of us would assert 
the doctrine that this Government has a right to 
force them to emigate to Africe. Such an exercise 
of power would be an unmixed act of tyranny and 
oppreasion, and would most justly render us oili- 
ous tothe world. ThisGovernment could not prop- 
erly or constitutionally create or employ agents to 
persuade them to consent to emigrate. Force is out 
of the question. How, then, sir, would the scheme 
be effected? There are regular packets to Liberia 
now, and occasional ships for the transportation of 
all such sas may desire to emigrate. The ap- 
peals from the Colonization Society are made to the 
public, not for ships but for passage money to pay 
the expenses of emigrants ready to go—shipe 
waiting to carry them, but the passage money 
wanting. The difficulty is not the want of means 
of conveyance, but of the money to indemnify the 
ship-owner who conveys them. Sir, if the object 
was suitable and germane to our’ duties and our 
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Sowers, we are in advance of the demand. We 
would be ring for emigrants before we have 
ancertal any considerable number desire 
to emigrate, é 

And here, Mz. Chairman, | would give expres- 
sion of my apprehension as to the final result of | 
the Colommation enterprise. It has always had | 
my sympathy and my approbation. For many 

ears Mwas a member. Circumstances, which it | 
is needless for me to detail, rendered it proper for | 
me to withdraw from the society, but I am now, as 
ever, ita friend. 1 rd it with peculiar favor as | 
a missionary enterprise—the payment of one in- | 
stalment a debt which civilization as well as | 
christianity claims of us as due to Africa. Most | 


| 


cheerfully will I aid in making the payment, and | 


in aiding any willing emigrant to remove to the | 
young republic of Liberia. It has been an inter- | 


eating, and, so far, quite a successful experiment at || 


colonization. Ite continual prosperity as well as 
ite final success would greatly delight me; but I | 
know of nothing which would more certainly over- | 


whelm and destroy it than the sudden transfer of | 
the free black population of the United States to || 


that Repablic. Thosé who are there now, and | 
controlling the government of Liberia, are the best, 


the African race from this country. The history | 


of cplonization hag been the same in all ages, and || 


amongst all people. Men of high courage, strong 


wii!, and fixed purpose, lead the vanin emigration. | 


It takes all of these qualities to contend success- 
fully with the perila of a first settlement in a 


end weaker spirits remain at home. Those 


| 
hostile country. Such men succeed, whilst tamer 
} 


who now rule in Liberia. were Africans whose || 


ancestors and themselves had experienced the | 
arveliorating influence of civilization for more | 
then a century and a Walf. None who have ob- 

served minutely, can be unmindful of the fact, that 

the improvement is most manifest in successive 

genermions in the wild and untamed African, such | 
es was originally sold on our shores. Intelligent, | 
deserving, and enterprising men of that cast have | 
gone forward, and after the tutilage of a succession | 
of white governors who have made them ac- 

cueinted with the machinery of government, have | 
manifested many of the qualifications which ren- | 
der men capable of self-control. The governor | 
is an intellectoal man, who shows more of the | 
Cavcassian ‘than the African race. Brought up | 
from his youth under the influence of good associ- | 
ations, avd daily observing the manners, as well | 
as hearing the conversations of polished and intel- | 


lectual porsons, he fills his present station with || 


dignity and credit. But the absorption of the ad- | 
jorming and savage population of the colony, the | 
subjugation or voluntary annexation of native 
tribes, brings so much of wild and incongru- 
ous material into the organization, that we are 


compelled to fear that a course which would over- || 


throw a government conducted by wiser and more | 
experienced statesmen, will overthrow and destroy | 
that republic. If to that you add the sort of | 

»pulation such a@ it is proposed to take from the 

nited States known as the free blacks, with all | 
their ignorance and al! their vices, anarchy and | 
ruin must be the result. None of us are insensi- 
ble of the deleterious influence which would be | 
felt on our fixed and established institutions, by | 
emigrants from countries who are not assimilated | 
te out customs, or acquainted with our laws, if | 
they were at once permitted to exercise the rights 
of citizens. None of us are ignorant of the evil | 
now generally ackvowledged to exist from that | 
cause even under all our sefegaards. If our strong | 
and well-established institutions suffer much from | 
wach a cause, how certain must be the overthrow 
of all the hopes of the friends of the colonization 
scheme, if free black population of America 
were at once, or in any short time, emptied on the 
shores of A friea. 

Whiy, sir, is the removal of the free blacks de- 
sirable to the people of the United States? It is be- 
cause, from their indolence, ignorance, and vices, 
they are justly considered a nuisance; itis because 
they present the most numerous cases in our calen- 
dur of crimes; because, incapable of exercising the 
rights of freemen here, they are a burden upon our 
people. ff, then, with our well-organized police, 
with the power of the goverment to sustain it, we 
are unable to govern them, what would be their 
influence upon the young and feeble government 
of Liberia? True philanthropy demands, that if 


, || of this city in a life of half a -century. 
the most enterprising and brightest specimens of || 


|| South now endures. 


+ 


| we interfere at all, we should better the condition 


| of that class of 


rsons, and aid in sustaining the 
| inatitutions of 


iberia. Should the emigrants be 


| worsted or injured by the change, it would be 


| eruelty to enforce it. The colony cannot receive 
them much*more rapidly then they do, for the 
means of supporting them during acctimation are 
| insufficient. 
| Bat,sir, however this may be—even though I may 
| be mistaken in my apprehensions, (and I would 
| be glad to even doubt on the subject,) there is in 
this subject an insuperable objection to the con- 
neetion of this Government with the proposed line 
| of mail-steamers to Africa. You have not now 
| to learn, Mr. Chairman, that we live in an age of 
extreme and most diffusive philanthropy. Men 
feel the deepest repentance for the sins of others. 
| Their hearts are rent with sympathy for the suffer- 
img of remote individuals who are not much moved 


|| by the calamities of those around them. Their 


_ eyes fill with tears for the wrongs of the black man 
in the slaveholding States, whilst they turn a 
deaf earto the importunities of the pauper white 
man who asks for a sixpence. 

Sir, | never saw a native American beggar south 

I never 

| spent a week here, or north of this, without seeing 

one and usually many. In this day of diffusive 
| benevolence and philanthropy, this enterprise of 


|| temoving the free blacks to Africa would give a 


great impulse to the most provoking evil which the 
‘Those who feel called upon 
| to seduce slaves from their masters would have an 
additional facility to take them to Africa and force 
| them out of the reach of those entitled to their 

service. In a few years it would become one of 

the most expensive as well as annoying branches 

of their service. The transportation of free blacks 
| would become a Government enterprise, and I 
| anticipate that money would be voted from the 

Treasury to defray the expenses of their passage. 
| And what would be the result? You would send 
| away ship loads of natives to a foreign shore, and 
| in ret bring foreigners from Europe to our own. 
| Fhe Government would be engaged m this transfer 
| of population at great expense and of at least doubt- 
| fal advantage. Again, sir, this line of steamers 
| could do but little in this great work, even suppos- 
| ing that the free blacks were able to pay the ex- 
| pense of emigration, willing to go, and the repub- 
| lie of Liberia willing to receive them. It would 
| be as réasonable to expect to empty the ocean with 
| & teaspoon as to effect this great object with asin- 
| gle line of steamers, to which this Government is 
Those 
able to pay their passage, the most industrious, 
| and the best, might go; none others could,for the 
| steamer is not expected to work gratuitously. The 
| most idle and victous would remain here, and the 
| afnount of evil would be greatly aggrayated, so far 
| asthe United States are concerned. Should the 
whole free black population consentto emigrate, 
this Government could not refase to join many 
other lines of steamers for the same purpose, and 


| expected.to contribute annually $480,000. 


| 
| 


|| wé should degenerate into an organization for the 


| purpose of exchanging the different races of man- 
| kind from one portion of the earth to another. 
| Mr. Chairman, neither colonization nor com- 
| merce ever succeeded by this system of hot-house 
culture. Supply and demand—the desire of gain, 
and energy in industrial pursuits, protected by the 
laws, are the elements of orosperity—and nothing 
else is or should be. Admit the propriety of such 
| @ connection with the interests of corporations and 
| individdals, and you will make this Government 
| & jobber, in every species of industrial pursuits, 
|from the manufacture and sale of revolvers 
to the construction of ships. If the Government 
may properly select classes for emigration, they 
may also regulate our domestic relations, and in # 
few yeats we shall know no authority but that 
which exists in the General Government, and feel 
the effects of an accumulated debt and the op- 
on of unmitigated taxation. [f colonization 
is’ a legitimate enterprise, we shall have enough 
to do: the field is the world, and high modern 
philanthropy will furnish enterprises sufficiently 
numerous and important to attract our attention, 
and employ our energiés. The partners and 
dependents on the Government and the Treasury 
will constitute a trained band, who can subsidize 
the press, manufacture public opinion, control 
elections, and govern the people. ‘Io such a con 
summation things are rapidly hastening, and: the 
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Sovereignty of the States, in the process 0 
tion by the great principles of rationality 22"? 
party names and party organizations, are te 
the same result. For one, ! shall adher 
policy which limits our t to the 
jects ae was ws and which re 
are worthy respectand venerati 

There is yet another hereon 


tion to thi . 
tion of the interests of this Government wih at 


speculations of individuals. At every ste 
increase thie influence, the pressure from Withee 
to affect the legislation of the country. You . out, 
local and sectional interests—yoa enlist capital and 
create power, which; by combination and es 
cert, must finally secure the control of all the . 
ronage which is concenttated here: None of 
ean be insensible of the effects of such combinations 
even upon this House. Measures for the distri,” 
tion of the favors, the money and the lands of thi, 
Government, which would fail on the separste 
merits of each, are triumphant when sustained | 
a union with those having @ similar-object in yey 
I-have, within a few days, seen an application fo, 
lands to make a rail referred to a commities 
and receive its quietus, when it was avowed by the 
friends of that system of improvement to be a tes 
question, as to all similar applications; and on the 
succeeding day a combination of such measures 
received the sanction of this House. The sh; 
Alabama railroad failed, but when one hand was 
extended from the lakes, it was met by another 
stretched out from the Gulf of Mexico. They 
grasped, and under their resistless pressure millions 
of acres of the — domain passed from us tp 
corporations and speculators. I have looked with 
sorrow and with shame at the effects of such a sys 
tem, and am unwilling to aid in creating another 
set of claimants, who can plead that they are our 
partners in aid of future combinations to seize 
upon the resources of the country, the labor of 
the people. Those whose interests I represent 
have never asked or received any of the public 
moneys, except that which is expended in mail 
facilites. My constituents make their living and 
accumulate their wealth from small and inconsid- 
erable incomes. Their labor and economy is 
their only resource, a resource which they proud 
claim as the only legitimate fountain of Laionsd 
ence and virtuous feelings. They know that their 
sixpences will havé to be collected to make the 
fortunes of the favorites of the Government, and 
they will not sanction such a transfer of their money 
to those who, like the lilies of the valley, neither 
toil nor spin, but who enjoy the wealth, the lux- 
ury, and the ease of Solomon in all his glory. 

Mr. V. having concluded— 

The SPEAKER a De = at 
to receive reports b r. Asue, from the Com 
mittee on Enrolled Bills. 

Mr. PHELPS addressed the committee for 
nearly an hour in opposition to the system of 
transporting the mails by ocean steamers, and in 
favor of reductions in the appropriations for the 
naval service. He advocated the employment of 
our navy officers on the cost survey, and stated 
it to be his intention to oppose all propositions for 
the employment of new steamers in the transpor'- 
ation of the mail. [His will appear i 
the Appendix.] Mr. P. having concluded—_ 

Mr. McMULLEN moved that the committe 


rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit 

tee rose and reported progress... 

' DELEGATE FROM UTAH. ; 
- Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois, moved a reconsider- 
ration of the vote by which the motion heretofore 
made by him in relution to the Delegate from this 
Territory had been laid on the table. 

The was énteréd oni the Journal. 

Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, aéked and obtained the 
unanimous consent of thé House to introduce the 
following résolution; Which was adopted: 

; iat the Secretary of the Treasury be 


? 


damages “10 
the Government 


se 


1 be printed. 
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1850. 


pack to the House without amendment, 

the Committee on Naval Affairs, the House 

S ntitied ** An act regulating the intments 
a y of engineers in the navy of the United 
which bill was read a first and second 


we its title, and referred to the Committee of || New Mexico, and for the settlement of the titles 
the W 


ole on the state of the Union. 
GILBERT, by unanimous consent, intro- 


Mr previous notice had been 


joced a bill, of whi 
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yr, SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, re- || in each case, asking to be discharged from their 
f. tion. ~ 








1869 


BILLS ON LEAVE FOR CALIFORNIA. 
further conside || Mr. GWIN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
LEGISLATION FOR CALIFORNIA. | obtained leave tc introduce a bill to establish are 
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public | "8 offices of the mint of the United States at Stock- 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to provide | —— ne ee eee on 
: : sforni other purposes; which was a first and secon 
for the survey of the public lands in California and vine pte Uiesund veleivel se-tuationesinal 
laims to land the ting of donation || * mance. ay va 
wn i eee od Pike cams without ||. Also, a bill to facilitate commerce by authorizing 
amendment. He took occasion to observe that || the manufacture of large rectangular coins or in- 





_to provide for the establishment of a marine || some of the bills that had been referred to the || $08 Of the United States, and for other purposes; 


Cal at San Francisco, in the State of Cali- 
a which was read a first and second time by 
intitle, and referred to’ the Committee on Com- 


wT motion the House then adjourned. 





MEMORIALS. 


The following memorials were presented under 
ihe rule, and referred to the appropriate commit- 


My Mr. CHANDLER: ‘The memorial of sundry merchants 
(Poiladelphia, asking compensation for loss sustained in 
perebandise, by the falling of the public stores for bonded 


a one from citizens of several States, asking that a 
seientifie Cot ps beattached to the Mexican boundary sur- 


Wey 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvurepay, September 19, 1850. 


Mr. CHASE presented several memorials from || State of California. 


diferent portions of the United States, asking that 
the proceedings and debates of Congress may be 
printed in phonotypes; also, a memorial, drawn 
with great care and ability, signed by J. P. An- 
drews, Henry M. Parkhurst, William B. Lord, 
H. E. Rockwell, James W. Symonton and others, 
setting ferth that for the last five years an earnest 
snd growing effort has been made in this countr 
and Great Britain to effect a radical and thavenah 
reform in the orthography of the Anglo-American, 
commonly called the English tongue, with a view 
wo establish the pronunciation of words with accu- 
ney, and to facilitate the acquisition of the lan- 
guage by youth and foreigners, and that the im- 
proved method of spelling and printing for those. 
purposes, by means of an alphabet augmented 
and slightly varied from that now in use, is denom- 
inated Phonotypy, or * printing by sound.” 

In presenting these petitions the honorable gen- 
tleman said: [t may be known to the Senate that 
the art of printing in phonotypy is one which has 
long been adesideratum in science, and among its 
earliest patrons was the illustrious Franklin. It 
has been reduced of late years toa system, and 
though it is undoubtedly impracticable at this time 
to comply in full with the desire of the petitioners, 
I hope the Senate will consent to the printing of 
this memorial in that type. I move that this me- 
morial, which is very brief, be printed in that 
type in parallel columns with the ordinary type. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 

Ordered, That the papers on the files of the Senate in 
the case of Hector St. John Beatly, be referred te the Sec- 
relary of the Interior. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which were referrd the additional doc- 
uments and the resolution relating to the case of 
Robert L. Blair, reported a bill for his relief, and 
asked its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDENT. That motion requires the 
Unanimous consent of the Senate. If there be no 
objection the bill will now have its second reading. 

No objection having been made, the bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole, and no amendment having been 
proposed, the bill was to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. JONES, from the ittee on Pensions, 
a were referred the following petitions, to 


_ The petition of ely, asking an 
Increase of pension; Wiad bee: Ba of a. 


revolutiona : : hate illi 
C. Sherrer aaking ape ion; of William 


i. aski a pension; artin Dubois a 
revolutionary callie! asking 7 — of pen- 


Son; of the heirs of General 


& continuance of the pension granted him; 
of Garret Burns, asking a pension; ol citizens of 
mauhingon county, ia, asking that a 
Pension be granted to 
* soldier of the war of 1812, 


i} tlenrent of titles and claims to land in California. 














Porter, widow of 
made.a written report 


committee were not printed and some were; that || Which was read a first and second time by its title, 
the Sout found fr ieaposaible to give are | and referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
tention to all the bills that was required, and as || both bills were ordered to be printed. 
to-morrow had been set apart for the consideration || _ HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 
of California business, he thought it best to report || The bill No, 130, being the act to grant the right 
| back all the bills without amendment, and without || of way to the Alton and ‘Sangamon ailroad Com- 
any specific recommendation, so that those that || pany, was read the first and second time by its 
were not yet printed might be in time for Senators || title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
to have them before them to-morrow. || Lands, ; 
The bills of the following titles were then re- || The bill No. 338, being the act to provide for 
ported without amendment: || carrying into execution in further part the twelfth 
The bill to make temporary provision for the | article of the treaty with Mexico concluded at 
working and discovery of gold mines and placers || Guadalupe Hidalgo, was read a first and second 
in California, and preserving order in the gold || time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
mining districts. || Finance. 
The bill to provide for the examination and set- || PUBLIC LANDS IN OREGON. 
( ‘ || The act to create the office of surveyor general 
The bill to provide for extending the laws and || of the public lands in Oregon, and to provide for 
the judicial system of the United States to the || the survey, and to make donations to settlers of 
| || the said public lands, was read~a third time and 
The bill to create the office of surveyor general || passed. 
of public lands in the State of California. 


; ! | STATUE OF COLUMBUS. 
he bill owes for the appointment of Are || The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
corder of lan 


; _ titles in California, to collect and || Borien on the 17ih instant, was taken up and 
register the private land claims, and to preserve the | adopted: , 


evidences of the same until finally investigated by \ Resolved, That the Committee on the Library inquire into 
the tribunal to be appointed by Congreas for that || ine propriety of removing the group containing the statue 
purpose. || of Columbus, from its present position on the east portico 

he bill to grant donations of land to the early, of the Capitol, to a suitable place in some onetof the public 


and preémption rights to the subsequent settlers, || ““"""* OS log A 


The bill to ascertain and settle the private land || 
chiens i the State of California. . || , The amendments of the House of Representa: 


PRIVATE BILL. || tives to Senate bill No. 27, to reduce the minimum 


Mr. HAMLIN. from the Committee on Com- | price of the mineral landa in the Lake Superior 
9 > 


'| district, in Michigan, and in the Chippewa dis- 
merce, to which was referred House bill No. 396, | trict, in Wisconsin, having bean sane 


os the bill for the relief of Aguirre & Gallivey, |)  @) motion by Mr. FELCH, the Senate con- 


of New York, reported back the same without || enseed thaneiins 


amendment, and recommended ite paspnge. | POTOMAC INSURANCE COMPANY. 


THE CREW OF TH® BRIG WASHINGTON. The amendment of the House of Representatives 
Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval || to Senate bill No. 43, being the bill to renew and 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of Eliza | continue in force the charter of the Potomac In- 
Bache, widow of George M. Bache, late lieutenant || surance Company of Georgetown, wasread. It is 
in the navy, asking the same allowance that was || an additional section, as follows: 
granted in the case of the United States brig Som- || “And be it further enacted, ‘That the stockholders of said 
ers, spores a ve, i a the ae of the | Sotelo”: be individually liable for the debts of said 
widows and orphans of the officers and seamen | “'?0" : ; 
lost from the United States brig Washington, on || Mr. MASON. That isa bill that was reported 
the 8th of September, 1846; which was read a first \ from the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
time by its title. || to extend the charter of the Insurance Company 
Mr. YULEE asked that, in consideration of the | of Georgetown, a very old company, that has 
late period of the session, the Senate would consent || been long in existence, and is a very useful one. 
to allow this bill to have its second reading at this || Phe proposition of the House amendment is to 
time. || introduce into its charter the new feature of making 
Mr. BRIGHT. Let the bill be read. the stockholders individually reaponsible for the 
The bill was then read. 


liabilities of the company. Whether that is or is 
It provides that the widows, if any such there || 90¢ ® Proper provision in such charters, | am not 
be, and in case there be no widows, the child or || 1##pesed now to discuss; but Lam exceedingly 
children, and if there be no child, then the parent | ®¥erse to ita being ingrafted upon the charter of 
or parents, and if there be no parents, the mothers | ‘his company, which has been so long transacting 
and sisters, if orphans, and under the age of eigh- || business satisfactorily under a charter without 
teen years, of the officers and seamen who were in | such a provision. I therefore move that the Sen- 
the service of the United States, and lost from the || 9% disagree to the amendment of the House. 
brig Washington on the 8th of September, 1846, | Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays; 
shail x entitled to and receive, out of any money || pe ea ordered, they were taken, and resulted 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, a sum | : 
coal ous mothe poy oF frp de | iets tn, Sey, ern Bl en Rin 
ceased relatives aforesaid, in addition to the pay || Ewing, Greene, Hale, Mangum, Mason, Pratt, Seward, 
due to the said deceased at the date cf their loss; | Shields, Smith, Spruance, Wales, and Winthrop—22. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I object. NAYS—Messts. Atchison, Barnwell, Bright, Cass, Chase, 
The bill therefore did not Peceive its d || Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
n second || Dodge’ of Lowa, povains, Downe, Poote, Gwin, Hamlin, 
|| King, N Rusk, ian, Soulé, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, 
Underwood, Walker, and Whitcomb<24. 





HICKEY’S CONSTITUTION. 


Me BADAGh oases the followi resolution, | ome the Senate refused to disagree to the amend- 
was | passed toa ing: | . os 
‘nein c The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the 


directed to procure from | im jon that a motion to concur in the amend- 
the pcoprivtor, for the use of the Senate, ten thousand || ‘Pression 
copie. of Hickey’s edition of the Constitution, with an al- || Ment is now necessary. 


y, 
phabetical analysis, Washi *s [Inaugural and Farewell Mr. WALKER. I think not. A refusal to 
ad cahee limportant etetiaties] disagree amounts to a concurrence, according to 


of of inciplos: Proidon thal uk t and the devel- Jefferson. 
ree ar: aa those lam procured for'ine use of cae || The PRESIDENT. Well, the practice” has 
, i) been to put another question. However, if sucty 
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be pus. The Chair feels that the principle is the 
same; for to refuse to disagree is to concur. 

Mr. ATCHISON, at a subsequent of the 
day, gave notice of a motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the Senate refused to disagree to the 
House amendment. 

PRIVATE BILL. 


Mr. BALDWIN moved to take up Senate bill 
No. 250, being the bill for the relief of Peter M. 
Palliet; but the motion was lost. 


FLORIDA RAILROAD. 

On motion by Mr. MORTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
Senate bill No, 168, being the bill granting, on 
certain conditions, alternate sectidns of public 
lands along the route of a railroad from Pensa- 
cola, in the State of Florida, to Montgomery, in 
the State of Alabama, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MORTON. This is a bill for the purpose 
of granting the right of way through the public 
land in the States of Florida and Alabama to con- 
struct a railroad from Pensacola, in Florida, to 
Montgomery, in Alabama. | have prepared an 
amendment as a substitute for the bill, so as to 
make it conform in every respect to what is known 
as the Illinois bill, which has passed both Houses 
of Congress, and to which, | presume, there can 
be no objection. 

The amendment was agreed to; and there being 
no further proposition to amend the bill, it was re- 
ported back to the Senate, the amendment was 
concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be en- | 
grossed for a third reading. 

SLAVE PROPERTY IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. PRATT. I now ask that the bill which 

was laid on the table yesterday, entitled ** A bill 


to prevent the enticing or assisting of slaves to es- | 
cape from their owners in the District of Columbia 
and for other purposes,” may be taken up and | 


the vote taken upon it. The Senator from New 
Hampshire, who is entitled to the floor, has in- 
timated his intention to discuss the question no 
further, and { ask that it be takenup and disposed 
of. 

Mr. CASS. There are two or three other most | 
important bills that ought to be acted on. There | 
is the old soldiers’ bill, for which so many hearts 
are bleeding. I hope the Senator from Maryland 
will let his bill lie over at least till that be dis- 
posed of. 

Mr, EWING. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
what has fallen from the Senator from Michigan. 


I hope the Senate will not take up the bill and lose | 


the day in the discussion of so unprofitable a ques- 
tion, 

Mr. CHASE. [ concur, also in what has fallen 
from the Senator from Michigan; and | wish | 
to say that if the Senator from Maryland antici- 
pates that this bill can pass without discussion, he 
ia mistaken, A bill which proposes to change the 
policy of fifty years will not be suffered to pass 
without debate. 

Mr. TURNEY. I would ask the Senator from 
Maryland to withdraw his motion, for the purpose 
of enabling me to induce the Senate to take up a 
bill for the relief of Robert Armstrong. It is a bill 
that was reported to the Senate some years ago by 
Mr. Crittenden, of Kentucky, and which passed 
the Senate unenimously. 1 am sure it need not 
take a moment to pass it now. 

Mr. HALE. lThope we shall not go into the 
private calendar now, when there are so many 
public bills st that we ought to act upon. 

Mr. PRATT. 1 cannot waive my motion, and 
I ask for the yeas and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I design to vote for this bill, | 
but I cannot vote to take it up as against the civil 
and diplomatic bill. I shall therefore vote against 
it, because we must proceed with business, or we 
shall find the last day of the session upon us with- 
out anything being done. 

M-:. SHIELDS. I sha!! vote against taking up 
any vii! care not it is—until the old sol-— 
diere’ boanty land bill is disposed of one way or | 
the other. 

Mr. HALE. [ask if the orders of the day are | 
not - in order—the hour of twelve having ar- 
rive 


? 
The PRESIDENT. Not whilst a motion is 
pending. 


ene eee 


I hope so, too. *.) 
I concur most cheerfully in | 





I merely wish to say, that 
some time ago, when a motion was made to post- 
pone the old soldiers’ bill, in order to take up the 
slave trade bill, not a voice was raised in behalf of 
the old soldier. 

Mr. CHASE. For the purpose of preventing 
further disciission, | move to lay the motion on 
the table. 

Mr. PRATT. Can that be done after the yeas 
and nays are ordered ? 

The PRESIDENT. Yes, certainly; a motion 
to lay on the table is in order. 

Mr. PRATT. Then I ask for the yeas and nays 
on it. 


_ The yeas and nays were ordered, and the mo- 
tion to lay the proposition to take up the bill on 
the table was rejecied, as follows: 

YEAS—Messs. Baldwin, Benton, Bright, Cass, Chase, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Ewing, Feich, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Norris, Seward, 
Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Wales, Walker, Whit- 
comb, and Winthrop—23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Butler, Ciay, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickin- 
son, Dadge of lowa, Downs, Foote, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, 
King. Mangum, Mason, Morton, Peurce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebas- 
tian, Soulé, Turney, Underwood, and Yulee—28, 

The motion was then on taking up the bill. 

Mr. RUSK. I desire to state the reason why 
I shall vote against taking up this bill. 1 am in 
favor of its passage, but I fear if it be taken up 
now, when gentlemen are fresh and anxious to 
speak, it will lead to a discussion that will occupy 
the entire day. There are important bills which 
must be passed, and the consideration of which 
will, I fear, thus be excluded. If the motion 
should be made to take it up at three o’clock, then 
itis not likely there will be so much discussion, 
and I will agree to take it up. 

Mr. PRATT. Move to postpone it until that | 
time. 


Mr. RUSK. Well, I will make that motion. || 


The PRESIDENT. The bill must first be 
taken up. 

Mr. PRATT. Let the bill then be taken up, 
and | will agree to the motion to postpone it. 

A Senator. Oh, withdraw the motion. 

The PRESIDENT. It cannot be done but by | 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. I object. 

Mr. DOWNS. 1 am in favor of this bill, but 
at this period of the session I really think it ought | 
not to be taken up. We have arrived ata period | 
in the session when by speaking on a bill it may | 
be defeated, although there may be a majority of | 
ten to one in favor of it. -It is a state of things in | 
which we must acquiesce, and it must be evident | 
that it is now too late to pass the bill against the 
strenuous opposition which itis apparent it is to 
meet. There is much other important business, 
which under the most favorable auspices, there | 
will be great difficulty in getting through. For 
these reasons, although I am decidedly in favor of 
the bill, | must vote against the motion to take it 
up at this time. 

Mr. CHASE. Yesterday I asked leave to in- | 
troduce a bill to prohibit slavery in the Territories. 
I considered ita bill of very great importance, but | 
knowing how great was the amount of business | 
pressing upon the attention of the Senate, and | 
knowing also how great a portion of our time has 
been consumed in the discussion of subjects kin- 
dred to this,.J needed but an intimation of the} 
pleasure of the Senate to induce me to witlidraw | 
that bill, At the same time I stated that if the | 
Senate should indicate a.purpose to: prolong dis- 
cussion on subjects of this character I would deem 
it my duty to renew the motion for leave. It is for 
the décision of the Senate whether or not more 
time shall be devoted at this session to the discus- | 
sion of slavery questions. its judgment is now to 
be pronounced. I shall acquiesce in thedetermin- 
ation, whatever it may be. But I protest against 
the introduction of a bran new bill by a single 
member, and without reference to any committee, | 
without printing, without a single petition in its | 
favor from the people most interested in it, to con- 
sume that time of the Senate which is regarded as 
too precious to allow half an hour of i to be de- 
voted toa subject, in my judgment, of infinitely 
higher importance. 

r. DICKINSON. I rise to a question of 
at I ae that : is a more in ondennedie- 
cuss the taking up of a bill than it is the ying 
down of aa” : 
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SSS SEE pt. 19, 
Mr. ‘TURNEY. 


is the sense of the Senate, no other question shall | 


Senarors. ; 
“Mr. DICKINSON. 1 insist ther (**": 


: - tlam 
I wish the decision of the Chair not, and 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair hos sat 
culty on the subject. It is clearly in order to 
reasons why a bill should not be ro Ming 
but it is not in order to discuss the £n ip, 


ill. merits Of the 

Mr. BERRIEN. Within that limites; 
leave to submita remark or two. lend. 
the provisions of the bill, they are precise| ye nd 
which were incorporated in the bill on the saben 
of the slave trade in the District. It is not th 
fore, in the language of the Senator from Ohio. . 
bran new bill. Itis nota bill brought to th a 
tice of the Senate on the action of a single Sen - 
It is a bill on the provisions of which the oo 
the Senate has been directly taken. Ss 

Mr. CHASE. Will the Senator 
moment? 

Mr. BERRIEN. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. CHASE. If I understood the Statement of 
the Senator from Maryland yesterday, it was the 
he had amended the bill so as to meet the view 
the Senator from Kentucky. = 

Mr. PRATT. If the Senator will permit, | 
will state the facts. The bill, as now before |) 
Senate, is the amendments adopted by the Since, 
after fall discussion, and after the matter was fy|/y 
understood, to the District slave trade bill. y 

_Mr. BERRIEN. Sol supposed. What I de. 
sire to bring to the consideration of the Senate is 
the fact, that upon the provisions of this bill the 
sense of the Senate has been already distinctly ex. 
pressed, and the only reason suggested fot striking 
these provisions out of the slave trade bill, was 
the impropriety of connecting them with the bi 
coupled with a declaration of a readiness to pass a 
separate bill whenever it should be proposed, 
Now, if these declarations are not to be observed— 
if we are not tobe permitted to afford proteciion 
to this species of property, when a proposition is 
brought forward in the precise form which was 
agreed to on a former occasion, | for myself 
desire that the country should know it. 

Mr. BADGER. | desire merely to make this re. 
mark, Gentlemen who are so extremely anxious 
to get on with the important public business before 
the Senate, and who object to consuming time 
with discussion on this*bill, I suggest might just 
as well consume time in discussing the bill itself, 
as in discussing the question of taking it up. 

Mr. CHASE. I mean to stand right in this 
matter. When the District slave trade abolition 
bill was under discussion, and the Senator from 
Maryland moved the substance of the several prop- 
ositions now before us as an amendment to that 
bill, they were adopted in committee, and rejected 
in the Senate. The action of the Senate then was 
equally for and against the proposition. It has 
been again presented, as it was before, by a Sena- 
tor from Maryland. The Senator from Kentucky 
yesterday made an objection to the third section — 

The PRESIDENT. It is notin order to discuss 
the section. 

Mr. CHASE. Ido not mean to do so. The 
Senator from Maryland, in answer to that objec- 
tion, stated that the section had been altered since 
it was before the Senate as an amendment, 80 8 
to give it a prospective character, What that al 
teration was I do not know, but I take this state- 
ment, together with the other facts, to be conclu- 
sive evidence that the bill is, as I said it was, the 
work of a single member. 

The motion to postpone the intervening order 
of business, and to take up the bill, was then re- 
jected, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Butler, Ciay, Davis et Mississippi, Dawson, 
of fowa, F Hunter, King, Masoh, Morton, Pearee, 
Pratt, Soulé, Turney, and Yulee—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bright, Cass, Chase, 
Clark, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dickit- 
son, of Wisconsin, Downs, Ewing, Frich, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Norris, Rusk, Seward, Shielts 
Smith, areenne Sturgeon, Waies, Walker, and Wir 


allow me a 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


On the motion of Mr. DICKINSON, the Senate 
proceeded to the ideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ¢x- 
penses of the Government for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, 1851, and for other purposes, 
which had been reported from the Committee of 
Finance with several amendments. 
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The first amendment was to the item— 

fuel, printing, and all other econ t 
Representatives, $197,749: ~ 
the members of the nt House of Repre- 
ives shall be allowed for stationery for the 
wea, and @35 fur he second session.” 
The amendment proposed by the committee was 

tp strike out the proviso. : 
Mr. DICKINSON. That amendment is de- 
od to strike out the provision which makes 
legislate with respect to the amount of 
ory o be allowed the House. We thought 
it altogether unbecoming to legislate on that 


tionery 
are o. the House 


e 
we amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out the word 
wipirtieth”’ and insert the words “* twenty-sixth,” 
in the following item: . 

«Por carrying into effect the international exchanges of 
books authorized by the act of the (thirtieth) 26th June, 
yet, entitted ‘An act to regulate the exchanges of certain 
joeuwents and other publications of Congress,’ $2,000.?? 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The third amendment was to add at the end of 
he same item the words, ‘and the said act is 


hereby repealed.” Agreed to. 

The fourth amendment proposed to strixe out the 
following item: 

«To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
fornish and deliver to each of the members and delegates of 
iat House, of the present Congress, who have not already 
neeived them, such books as have been furnished to the 
members of the 28th, 29th and 39th Congresses, including to 
al members and delegates of the present House, the residue 
of he eighth v. lume of the statutes of the United States, al- 
ready published, the ninth volume of that Work, and the 
index ; also, the collected Opinions of the Aulorieys General 
of the United States, published under the direction of H. 
D. Gilpin, Esq., late Attorney General, and Finance Re- 
ports, which have been prepared in obedience to the act of 
Oungress of May 10th, 1800, $30,000: Provided, ‘That this 
shall not authorize the reprinting of any of said books ; and 
the Clerk shall, befure said books are delivered to members 
eptitied to receive them, cause each copy to be marked or 
samped in some ineffaceable manner, on the cover and 
tile page, with the name of the member receiving the 
same; “ind provided further, That no work thus authorized 
w be furnished shall be obtained er delivered by the Clerk 
unless he shall be able to procure a sufficient number of 
copies thereof to furnish a complete set to each member and 
delegate entitled thereto ; and to insert— 

« Por addition to the contingent fund of the House of Re- 

> 


presentatives, $30,000.’ 

Mr. DICKINSON. Ican explain the object of 
this amendment in less time than it will take the 
Secretary to read it. There is a clause in this bill 
appropriating $30,000 for the contingent fund of 
the House of Representatives, and then it proceeds 
to describe what itis to pay for. It is the same 
question we had here the other day. The Senate 
committee have proposed to strike out the whole 
matter as regards the purchase of books, and to 
give to the House of Representatives the amount 
they ask for as a contingent fund; namely, $30,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The fifth amendment proposed to strike out the 
word “five” and insert ‘* one”’ in the item— 

_“ For compensation of the Vice President of the United 
States, $5,000.97 

Mr. DICKINSON, The reason for that amend- 
mentis that the Vice President in the present fiscal 
year served only from the first of July to about the 
middle of that month. The estimates were made 
during the life of the late President, and even this 
$1,000 will be mach more than is necessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

; The sixth amendment proposed‘o strike out the 
item— ; 


“ For the incidental and contingent expenses of said de- 
pirtneut, [of State,) viz: For publishing in newspapers of 
the States and Territories the laws of the United States, 
$10,850”? and insert— ft 

“ For publishing the laws in pamphlet form, and in the 
Wasmbers of the States and Territories, and in the city of 

ashington, $16,200.” 

Mr. DICKINSON. There was a decided mis- 
take on the part of the House of Representa- 
‘ves on this question. ‘The department estimated 
$18,000-for publishing the laws in pamphlet form 
«ad in two newspapers. The House of Repre- 
‘entatives, intending to exercise economy, confined 
‘he publication to one paper. But the department 
had made their contract, according to the usual 
custom, for the publication of the laws in two pa- 
pers; and, as this contract has been made, it is ne- 
nant that the State Department should have the 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The 7th amendment io strike out the 
Words in italic in the following item: 
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“ For publishing the laws in pamphlet including 
reading, packing, and distributing ca documen 
cluding boxes, labor, and wansportation, $10,000." 

The amendment was agreed to. 


















cal error, by the addition of the words in italic, in 


*‘ For compensation of superintendent and four watchmen 
of the northeast executive building, one thousand 
hundred and ten dollars.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The 9th amendment proposed to reduce the item 
for furniture in the office of the First Comptroller 
from $500 to $100. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

_ The 10th amendment proposed to add to the 
item— 

“ For cases for records, documents, and official papers 
preserved in the office [of the First Auditor,) and necessary 
furniture, $1,000 ;” the words— 

“ And tor $200 in addition w the salary now received by 
the recording clerk in the First Auditor’s office.” 


The amendment, was agreed to. 
_ Theeleventh amendment proposed to amend the 
item— 


“For compensation of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
and the clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his 
office, [$18,700;’’) by striking out the figures between brack- 
ets and adding— 































George R. Herrick, for services heretofore performed under 


*An act providing for the salaries of certain officers therein 
named. and for other purposes,’ $19,809 86.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The twelfth amendment proposed to reduce the 
appropriation for library, maps, &c., for the office of 
the Secretary of the Interior, from $5,500 to $1,000. 

Mr. EWING. There has been no appropria- 
tion fora library for that department yet to any 
amount, though | believe there was $500 granted 
in the appropriation bill ef last year. ‘I'he officers 
of that department now have no books, and are 
obliged to borrow the books from other depart- 
ments which they find it necessary to examine. 
This isa small appropriation, and | hope it may 
be made, as it is so essential for the efficiency of 
that department. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The committee depended 
upon the estimates that had been made before. The 







































pose to go beyond that, unless there was some 
special reason for it, for the whole amounts in this 


committee thought wherever there was an oppor- 


them. It is for the Senate to decide the matter, 
however. There was a small appropriation of 
$500 last year, and another appropriation of $1,000 
is now to be given, which I hope will suffice. 

Mr. EWING. I think it will be found that at 
the last session thisdepartment asked for $5,000 
for a library, and an annual appropriation of $1,000. 
Instead of $5,000, however, only $500 was appro- 
priated. If the $5,500 be now given, it will be 
precisely the amount asked for by that department, 
and that is exceedingly moderate. What gentle- 
man would sit down to examine an important 
subject in a private library of less value than is 
here asked for? Why, tifen, should nota depart- 
ment, which has so many important matters to 
examine, have a reasonable number of books, so 
as not to have to come to the library of Congress 
to get info: mation, nor be obliged to borrow books 
from other departments of the Government. It 
seems to me it is very injudicioas, and like depri- 
ving a mechanic of the tools of his trade. 

Mr. DICKINSON. 1 think the Senator is in 
error as to the estimates. These are the annual 
estimates. There never has been any recommen- 
dation to Congress to make an annual appro- 
priation of $5,000. In some form, by special 
communication, it was asked that there should be 



















an appropriation for a library; but this was an- 


afterthought. They asked only $1,000 in the 
estimates for their library. 

' This department was created because it was 
supposed it was going to be no expense to the 
country; and the expenses of it up to this tim 
have run up to over $100,000. I will not enter 
upon any discussion now as to the value of this 
department in facilitating the operations of Gov- 
ernment; but | must be allowed to say-here, that, 
in my opinion, so far from facilitating those ope- 
rations, it has tended only to make the duties of 
Govérnment more onerous. I do not mean to 


The 8th amendment proposed to correct a cleri- | 


“ Including the sum of $1,109 86 dae and to be paid to | 


the sixteenth clause of the act of May 9th, 1806, entitled || 


amount asked for was $1,000, and we did not pro- | 


ill, taken together, are very large indeed, and.the | 


tunity they would curtail rather than increase || 


go beyond the recommendations of the executive 
| upon these questions, and when we have gone 


|, even that far, | think we shall find ourselves very 


strangely atsea. Estimates have been going on 
year after year, and every abuse that has crept in 
|| underevery Administration has been retained. I 


the following item: } conversed the other day with a very experienced 


| officer of the present Administration, who assured 
| me that he believed that, with proper economy, 
| the annual expenses of thie Government could be 
| cut down $10,000,000, and still have all its pres- 
) ent strength and vigor; but that that never could 
|| be done without the codperation of the execu- 
|| tive departments. I am willing to give the money 
| which they ask for, but I think they ought to en- 
_ deavor to reform abuses. Ido not charge these 
| abuses upon this or any other Administration. 
|| They have been growing up from time to time 
] until the present hour, and they have become 
| enormous. With the concurrence of the execu- 
|| ve departments and the codperation of Con- 
|| gress, t believe, that the expenses of the Govern- 
|| meat might be vastly curtailed. We can do no more 
| than give the estimates which the departments ask, 
|, and I do think that we should not go beyond them. 
| Mr. EWING. Yhere is certainly a mistake 
| about these estimates. 1 have not looked at them 
for some time, but I am confident there is a mia- 
|| take. There was an estimate made for $5 000, 
either in the deficiency bill or in the House of Rep- 
|| resentatives; and | know the fact was never over- 
| looked, after that department was created and went 
|| into action, that it wanted a library. Everybody 
| knows that it is necessary that it should have one. 
| The Senator talka about abuses, excessive abuses, 
| and says there should be curtailing. Should that 
curtailing be made by diminishing the number of 
|| books necessary for the reading of the head of a 
| department, in order that he may understand hie 
|| business? Is it good economy to compel him te 
|| borrow books from other departments, and take 
|| them back again? It seems to me it is a singular 
| kind of economy, indeed. If economy is to be re- 
| sorted to, do it with reference to something that 
| can be dispensed with, These books cannot be 
| dispensed with, if we desire our officers to act in- 
|} telligently. 
|| Mr. DICKINSON. I repeat that! believe there 
was a recommendation in some form that there 
| should be an appropriation made for a library. 

But that had nothing to do with the annual appro- 

priation; and I repeat that in the annual appro- 
|| priation no such amount was asked for. The mo- 
ney does not belong to me, and the economy is 
not for me. I stated the facts, and am willing the 
|, Senate shall decide. I stated that this depart- 
|| ment, which it was said was to cost nothing, has 

been one of the most expensive of the executive 
|| branches of the Government. IL ask for no false 
economy; and I do not wish to deprive this depart- 
|| ment of such books as they need. If 1 did, I 

would not attempt to carry it out in this Senate. 
|| Mr. EWING. | rememberthe manner in which 
|| this appropriation was asked for. An appropri- 
| ation had been made for this department in the 
| past year. Immediately after the meeting of Con- 
| gress the department applied, in the deficiency bill, 
for an appropriation, and among the rest for 
|| $5,000 for a library. Before the bill was acted 
| upon by the two aeanns and while it was stili 
|| pending, and still believed that $5,000 would be 
|| appropriated, the sum of $1,000 was asked for an- 
| nually, in order to keep up that library. The 
$5,000 were not provided by the deficiency bill; 
|| and therefore, as a matter of course, the sum was 
carried over to the annual appropriation bill, and 
it is now asked for. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The Senator says the thou- 
sand doliars was asked for while that was pending 
before the House, 

Mr. EWING. I understand so. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The deficiency bill was 
|| under consideration in April last. This estimate 
of one thousand dollars was made in December. 
So that the Senator will perceive he is in error in 
saying that this estimate of a thousand dollars was 
|| made after the other amount was under consider- 
ation. 








Mr. EWING. They may have been sent up 

| at the same time, for aught I know. But it wes 
supposed, at the time this thousand dollars was 

ones for, the sum of five thousand would also te 

| accofded. It is no matter, however, at what par- 
| ticular moment the application was made. 
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The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and a division being had, it was agreed to—ayes 
23, nees 17. 

The thirteenth amendment to strike 
out from the item “ for nsation of clerks and 
measengers in the office of the chief engineer, [in 
the War Department,} $5,650,” the words , 
and insert, in lieu thereof, the words: 

# 900, ot ga compensation to the dishursing agent of 


said office of , in addition to his salary as clerk; Pro- || 
shall give — with approved surety, for || 


euled, «aid 
the faithful ment of the funds imtrusted to him.” 
Mr. DICKINSON. This amendment is to in- 


crease the salary of the principal clerk in that || 
office $250. He ie a disbursing agent, and dis- | 


burses large amounts of money. The department 
recommenda this addition to his present salary, 
but requiring him to enter into bond with sureties 
for the performance of bis duties as disbursing 
agent. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The fourteenth amendment proposes to strike 


out the word * three”’ and insert “ five,”’ in the || 


foltowing item: 
« For compensation of the clerks and messengers in the 
Breau of Provisions and Clothing, [in the Navy Depart- 
? 


merit,} @6,300, so as tp increase the amount to $6,500.’ 
Mr. DICKINSON. This amendment is to in- 
crease the compensation of the assistant book- 
keeper in this bureau $200. He is a competent 
book-keeper; a man of maturity, and a man of 
family, who keeps the books for $800 per annum. 


He has applied to have his compensation increased, | 


and the committee, on examination, think it ought 
to be increased. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The fifteenth amendment proposes to add at the 
end of the clause last mentioned, the following: 


“ ‘The annual compensation of the assistant book-keeper | 


being increased $200.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The sixteenth amendment proposes to strike out 
the following item: 

« Por compensation of ihe, chief of the Bureau of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, and of the assistant surgeon, clerks, and 
messenger in his office, $6,800.” 

And insert in lieu thereof the following items: 


«* Por the annual salary of the chief of the Bureau of Med- 
icine and Surgery, $3,000. 


« Por arrears of salury of the chief of the Bureau of Med- || 
icine and Surgery, provided by the act of third March, 1849, || 
500 


“ For compensation of the assistant surgeon, clerks, and 
messenger in the office of the chief of the Bureau of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, 94,300.” 


The aimendment was agreed to. 


The seventeenth amendment of the committee | 


proposes to strike out the words between [brackets] 


in the following item, which is classed under the | 
head of “* contingencies of the Navy Department:”’ |) 


“For compensation of superintendent and three watch- 
men of the southwest executive building, $1,750 ; [the sal- 
ary of the three watchmen being increased from $365 to 
$500 cach per annum, from first July, 1850.°’) 


Mr. DICKINSON. The committee desired to || 


bring this matter to the consideration of the Senate 
because they themselves had doubts about it. The 


watchmen inthe War Department receive now || 


only $365. The clause which the committee pro- 


pose to strike out, raises the salary of the watch- | 
The com-, |) 


men in the Navy Department to ; 
mitiee did not undertake to pass on this matter so 


much itively as. relatively. There is a great | 
salaries of the clerks, superio- |) 
, and messengers in all these | 


imequality in t 
tendents, wateh 
departments. This abuse is a very great, if not a 

rowing one; and it isa grievance that calls not 
only for Execative, but for legislative action. The 
committee think it better not to make this increase 
of salary now. They that the Senate had 
better let this matter rest tor the present, as Con- 
gress sits again in sixty days, when some reform 
ean be made, placing these men on equal grounds. 
They see no reason why a difference should be 
made between the watchmen in the Navy Depart- 
ment, and in the other departments. 

The amendment was agreed to. ~~ 


The eighteenth amendment of the committee pro- 
poses to insert, after the appropriation of {000 
for incidental and contingent expenses of the mint 
at Philadelphia, the following proviso: 

« Provided, That the Sec of the Treasury be hereby 
auihoriged to obtain for the U States the to use 


che improved quetheds of refining bultion, 
omeeae sete piney dre ivoren og gee ween 


. nod of 
se iy tn Sel wats tay ara boa 


Islands the following: 


1 covered and patented, by allowing to the said patentees a 
sum not exceeding one half of the difference between the 
|| ¢ost of the labor and materials required in the process now 


| used at the United States mint to refine sach bullion, and 
|| the cost of the labor and materials necessary to be used in 
|| the new process which may be adopted. Bat the depositor 
| shall pay the compensation so agreed upon, if he eleets to 
use the new method, or else have the right to resort to the 
|| present process, unless the Secretary of the Treasury should 
|| find it necessary hereafter to direct otherwise. But the con- 
|| traet shall not extend over a greater period than that for 
|| which the patent is given.” 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, this amend- 
|| ment is designed to enable the United States to 
|| avail themselves of a new process of refining gold 
bullion, discovered by Professors R. 8. MeCulloh 
| and James C. Booth. They have discovered a 
|| method whieh it is supposed will diminish very 
|| greatly the expense of refining argentiferous gold 
|| bullion. And it is proposed to enable the Secre- 
|| tary of the Treasury to purchase this right from 
| them, if he shall think proper, by allowing them, 
| at the choice of the depositor, to receive from the 
|| depositor one half of the difference between the 
| expense of the present method ‘and the expense of 
|| the new method. Of course, there can be no ob- 
| jection to this provision. It is left to the depositor 
|| whether he will pay it or not, for he can choose 
|| between the two methods. The compensation is 
| confined to the difference between the expenses of 


| the two methods. These will turn out, [ believe, 
i] tlemen, and will enable us to remedy the error so 





|| much complained of in relation to California gold. 
The delay in refining California gold was occa- 
sioned by the unusual quantity of silver which it 
contained. Hence there was great difficulty in 
| separating the silver from the gold. This provi- 
| sion will remedy this difficulty. 
|| Mr. DAWSON. I merely wish to be informed 
on this subject. This contract which it is pro- 
|| posed to make is to extend so long as the patent 
continues in force. That is, for fourteen years; 
|| but the time may be extended by Congress for 
] thirty or forty years longer. I propose that the 
'| ime shall be limited to fourteen years, the length 
'| of time to which patents now extend. If it is to 
be continuable after that time, we might aa well 
|| purchase the patent-right at once. 
|| Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to such a 
|| modification. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I do not see any objection 
|| to the amendment in its present form, for the mat- 
| ter js left to the discretion of the Secretary of the 
|| ‘Treasury, and it is to cost nothing except to the 
\| depositor. 1 do not see any danger then of leav- 
| ing the amendment in its present form. 
_Mr. DAWSON. Then | withdraw my propo- 
|} s2tion. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The nineteenth amendment of the committee 
| proposes to strike out the following proviso to an 


| tem under the head “Light House Establish- 
| ment;” 





Provided, That collectors whose compensation exceeds 
| $2,500 shall receive no compensation as superintendents of 
| lights or disbursing agents. - 


Mr. DICKINSON. The House of Represent- 
| atives seem to have thought it a matter of economy 

to limit the compensation of collectors who receive 
more than $2,500. The law of 1830 limits this 
extra compensation to $400. The public officers 
| think it would be detrimental to the public service 


the proviso will be stricken.out. 

r. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. | would in- 
| quire of the chairman of the Committee of Finance, 
| whether it is made any part of the duty of coilect- 

ors to be superintendents of light houses? 
Mr. DICKINSON. It is. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The twentieth amendment of the eommitee pro- 
poses to insert after the item of appropriations for 
the salaries of the various Chargés d’A ffaires, under 
the head of intercourse with foreign nations, the 
following amendment, which was agreed to. 

And for compensation to Alexander Hammet for his ser- 
vice as Chargé d’Affaires at Naples, from the 20th of May, 
1847, to the 2ist of June, 1848, $4,875.” 
| The twenty-first amendment of the committee 
: to insert after the appropriation forthe 

of the Commissioner to the Sandwich 








“To Anthony Ten Eyck, for salary and ees expen- 

ee ie | 240, ou the year 

en December 
Charles Eames, for outfit as late Commissioner to 


to take away this compensation. I therefore hope: 


j 


| 
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' 19 


ar pte taney i purus te rcoumeda 

itean ectenttehg the errs we we tahoe 6 oat 

’ M oat aor = 
r. SON, That clause ‘was 

in the appropriation bill for Passed 

lost between the Houses in ame Year, but it was 

take of the engrossing officers. 

Both items were then agreed to. 
The twenty-second amendment of the comm} 
tee proposes to insert after the a 
the coast survey, the following: *PPFoPriation for 


“For continuing the survey of the west 
United States, @40,000. ern COnst Of the 


Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, the os»: 
nal estimates of the department did not ask ov 7 
thing for this special survey, But they suio, 
quently asked for $40,000. © committes 
however, desiring to get along with as small»: 
amount as possible, proposed and recommended 
$25,000. But upon the very utgent 8olicitation 
and recommendation of the department, of the of. 
cers in charge of the work, and gentlemen of the 
the Senate who understand the subject very well 
the committee have concluded to adopt the recom, 
mendation of the department, and recommend an 
appropriation of $40,000. It has been shown tg 


ofa mis. 


|| them that the public service will suffer great detri. 
to be great improvements made by these two gen- | 


ment unless this appropriation is made, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The twenty-third amendment proposes to inser 
in line 1101, after the word “* employed,” the words 
‘Cunder the direction of the Department of State, jg 
the reconstruction of the maps of the boundary 
under the treaty of Washington.” 

This would make the item read: 

“« For the pay of draftsmen, and assistants to the head of 
the scientific corps, employed under the direction of the De. 

ment of State in the reconstruction of the maps of the 
under the treaty of Washington in copying and re. 
cording, $7,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The twenty-fourthvand last amendment of the 
committee, proposes to insert in line 1120, afer 
the words “ maps,”’ $1,115.” 

This will make the clause read: 

“« And compensation of two private soldiers, for their ser. 
vices as draftsmen in reconstracting maps, $1,115.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. I submit the following amend. 
ment: 

“ For the expenses of the agent of the Sublime Porte, ten 
thousand dollars, to be dishursed under the direction of the 
Secretary of State,’’ 

Mr. President, 1 am instructed to offer this 
amendment by the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. We are assured by gentlemen of much ex- 
perience that it is customary in Christian countries, 
who receive such agents from the East, to support 
the agents while they are with them. There are 
reasons existing why this should be done in this 
case. They probably came to this country under 
some assurance that something of this sort would 
be done. The dignity of the nation, as wells 
custom and usage, requires that it should be done, 
The Committee on Foreign Relations have there 
fore instructed me to offer this amendment. Itis 
also recommended by the De ent of State. 

Mr. DAWSON. I should like to have some 
information on this point before voting on this 
appropriation. ,I should like to know the reasons 
why this appropriation is to be made. Some ger 
tlemen who have been in foreign countries cat 
perhaps tell us whether it is usual or not for ® 
country to make. an appropriation for an ageat 
sent by a foreign Government 

Mr. HUNTER. The honorable Senator from 
Michigan [Mr, Cass] has received a letter from 
ae = i pews, one at Constantine 

le, that w r explain the matter. 

. The net toe p30 to we Secretary's desk and 
read, as follows: 
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